COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

STATE BOARD FOR CERTIFICATION

OF

SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

MINUTES

Chairman D’Alessandro called a special meeting of the State Board for Certification of Sewage Enforcement Officers to order at 11:00 AM on Tuesday, May 15, 2012.  The meeting was a conference call from the 11A conference room of the Rachel Carson State Office Building, Harrisburg, PA.

Meeting attendees:

Mr. Samuel D’Alessandro……………………………Chairman

Ms. Alison Shuler………………………………………..Member

Mr. John Oberholser…………………………………..Member

Mr. Gordon Sheetz……………………………………..Member

Mr. John Diehl…………………………………………….DEP, Point & Non-Point Source Management

Ms. Janice Vollero……………………………………….DEP, Point & Non-Point Source Management

Mr. Jason Oyler…………………………………………..DEP, Attorney

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

STATE BOARD FOR CERTIFICATION

OF

SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

MINUTES

1.  SEO EXAM
The main purpose of the meeting is so the Board could approve the dates for the SEO exams that the Department set.  The four dates that DEP picked for the exam are:

Friday, June 22, 2012 from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM at the PSATS office in Enola, PA

Monday, July 9, 2012 from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM at the Rachel Carson State Office

              Building, 10th floor conference room, Harrisburg, PA


Friday, November 2, 2012 from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM at the PSATS office in Enola, PA


Monday, December 3, 2012 from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM at the Rachel Carson State Office 



Building, 8th floor conference room, Harrisburg, PA

All Board members approved the dates, the time and the place of the exams.  The exam schedule will be posted in the PA Bulletin, hopefully on May 26, 2012.
John Diehl reminded the Board that it is a Board responsibility to administer the exam.  He said that the Department can proctor the exam as in the past if the Board was in agreement.  The Board was fine with that.  John also informed the Board that the contract with the exam contractor will not be continued due to lack of funds.  He informed the Board that we have access to 4 exams and access to a ScanTron to score the exams.  Also John mentioned that Nick Hong and Janice Vollero, who will be helping with administering the exam, are SEOs.  Is the Board OK with all of that?  The Board has no issues with that.
2. Pre-Certification Academy and the Relationship with PSATS
John Diehl reminded the Board that the Department’s contract with PSATS is over the end of June.  PSATS intends to put on 2 Pre-Certification Academies this year, June 18 – June 22, 2012 and October 29 – November 2, 2012.  The Academy is being consolidated into one week with no field work.  The Department is not happy with that but we have no say so anymore and we are hoping soil course work will be picked up as another course, either by PSATS or another third party provider.
3. How would the Board like to handle the certification process of those who passed the exam?
The Board would like to be presented with the names of those who passed the exam so that they could vote on each candidate becoming certified, at least for the June exam.

4. Member Appointments
John Diehl reminded the Board that Cheri Sansoni, the past Board Secretary has been reassigned during the Department’s reorganization.  Therefore the Board is in need of a Secretary.  In the past it was always a Department employee since we have the SEO database.  John Diehl said that Janice Vollero is available and willing to take that position.  A motion was made for Janice Vollero to be Board Secretary, it was seconded and the motion carried.
John Oberholser’s appointment expires 4/1/2014, but since his appointment represents municipal officials and his municipal supervisory term was up at the end of 2010, he does not feel it appropriate to remain on the Board.  He will formally resign with a letter.  John Diehl asked if the Board had anyone else in mind to replace him.  Nobody did but a suggestion was made that maybe PSATS would be able to help in that regard.  

Gordy Sheetz’s appointment expires 10/1/2012.  John Diehl asked the Board whether they were going to ask Gordy for another 4 years or find a replacement?  The Board asked Gordy to stay on for another term and he agreed.  Janice Vollero will get the paperwork together to have the DEP Secretary, Mr. Krancer reappoint Gordy.
5. July Board Meeting
John Diehl asked the Board if they had a date in mind for a July meeting?  They said it didn’t matter and for John Diehl to pick a few workable dates towards the latter part of July and submit them to Sam for a decision.  

Approval of the minutes from the last Board meeting and this meeting should occur at the July meeting.

6. Adjourn
John Diehl made a motion to adjourn and Gordy Sheetz seconded it.
