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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0003824 

Facility Type Industrial APS ID 1010677 

Major / Minor Minor Authorization ID 1304311 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name Nalco Production LLC 
 

Facility Name 
Nalco Ellwood City Plant  
(North & South Plant) 

 

Applicant Address PO Box 391   Facility Address 125 Nalco Way   

 Ellwood City, PA 16117   Ellwood City, PA 16117  

Applicant Contact Carrie Birckbichler-Smith  Facility Contact  Carrie Birckbichler-Smith  

Applicant Phone (724) 752-5047  Facility Phone (724) 752-5047  

Client ID 354870  Site ID 239093  

SIC Code 2899  Municipality Franklin Township  

SIC Description 
Manufacturing – Chemicals and Chemical 
Preparations 

 
County Beaver 

 

Date Published in PA Bulletin January 14, 2023  EPA Waived? Yes  

Comment Period End Date February 13, 2023  If No, Reason        

  

Purpose of Application NPDES Permit coverage renewal  

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

On January 14, 2023, the Department published notice of draft NPDES permit PA0003824 in the PA Bulletin.  Comments were 
received from Nalco Production LLC.   
 
On December 15, 2022, Nalco Production LLC submitted several questions about the Draft NPDES permit via email.  
On December 29, 2022, the Department provided clarifications regarding the Draft NPDES permit. 
On January 4, 2023 Nalco Production LLC submitted one comment in response to the NPDES draft permit.   
 
Nalco Production LLC Comments 
 
 
Comment 1: Nalco Production LLC commented that occasionally, new or replacement equipment needs water tested prior to 
putting into service.  The equipment is filled with clean city water to ensure no leaks. They would like to request a Part C 
condition be added to authorize Hydrostatic Testing Discharges.  
 
Response 1: Several modifications to the Draft Permit have been recommended in response to the submitted comment.  The 
nature of these modifications requires the Department to redraft the permit for an additional 30-day public comment period. 
The redrafted permit includes two Internal Monitoring Points (IMP). 
 
In order to get the authorization to discharge Hydrostatic Testing waters, Nalco Production LLC provided the following 
information:  
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

• The Outfalls to be used to discharge the water from the Hydrostatic Testing are Outfall 001 for North Plant, and Outfall 
013 for South Plant. 

• The expected discharge flowrate would be between 60 – 70 GPM. 

• The volume would vary based on the size of the equipment. An estimated maximum would be ~10,000 gallons.  That 
is on the high end.  Most equipment testing would result in <6000 gallons. 

• There would not be a set discharge frequency as generally, only newly installed equipment is hydro tested, so an as-
needed basis.  For an estimate, one to two times per year. 

 
It is recommended that the redrafted permit be published in the PA Bulletin for public comment. 
 
Public Participation 
 
DEP will publish notice of the receipt of the NPDES permit application and a tentative decision to issue the individual NPDES 
permit in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in accordance with 25 Pa. Code § 92a.82.  Upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, 
DEP will accept written comments from interested persons for a 30-day period (which may be extended for one additional 15-
day period at DEP’s discretion), which will be considered in making a final decision on the application.  Any person may request 
or petition for a public hearing with respect to the application.  A public hearing may be held if DEP determines that there is 
significant public interest in holding a hearing.  If a hearing is held, notice of the hearing will be published in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin at least 30 days prior to the hearing and in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the geographical area 
of the discharge. 
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Development of Effluent Limitations 

 

Outfall No. 201  Design Flow (MGD) 0.12 

Latitude 40º 51' 07.90"  Longitude -80º 16' 18.75" 

 

Outfall No. 113  Design Flow (MGD) 0.12 

Latitude 40º 50' 26.40"  Longitude -80º 16' 32.10" 

  

Wastewater Description: Hydrostatic Test Water 

 
 
Technology-Based Limitations 
 
Hydrostatic test water discharge from new or replacement equipment is also addressed in the PAG-10 General Permit. The 
concentration limits for hydrostatic test water from the general permit are shown in Table 1.  
 

 

Table 1. Technology based effluent limits for hydrostatic test water 

Parameter Minimum Average Monthly 
Instantaneous 

Maximum  

Flow (GPM)  Report 
 

Duration (hours)  Report 
 

Total Volume Discharged (Gallons)  Report Total Monthly  

Dissolved Oxygen (mg/L) 5.0  
 

pH (standard units) 6.0  9.0 

Total Residual Chlorine (TRC) (mg/L)  Report 0.05 

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) (mg/L)  30.0 60.0 

Oil and Grease (mg/L)  15.0 30.0 

Dissolved Iron (mg/L)   7.0 

Benzene (mg/L)   0.0025 

BTEX (mg/L)   0.25 

Total PCBs (µg/L)  Report Report 

 
 
Water Quality-Based Limitations 
  
A water quality analysis was not performed to calculate water quality based effluent limitations as the discharge water is hydrostatic 
test water. 
 
Anti-Backsliding 
 
These are new Internal Monitoring Points (IMP), EPA’s anti-backsliding regulation, 40 CFR 122.44(l) is not applicable to IMP 201 
and IMP113. 
 
 
Proposed Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements 
 
The proposed effluent monitoring requirements for IMP 201 and IMP 113 are displayed in Table 2 below, they are the most 
stringent values from the above effluent limitation development.  
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Table 2: Propose Limitations at IMP 201 and IMP 113 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements  

Instant. 
Minimum 

Average 
Monthly 

Instantaneous 
Maximum  

Minimum Measurement 
Frequency (1),(2)  

Sample 
Type 

Flow (GPM) (3)  XXX Report XXX 1/discharge Measured 

Duration of Discharge (Hours) (3)  XXX Report XXX 1/discharge Measured 

Total Volume Discharged 
(Gallons) (3)  XXX 

Report 
Total 

Monthly 
XXX 1/month Calculated 

Dissolved Oxygen (mg/L)  5.0 XXX XXX 2/discharge Grab 

pH (S.U.)  6.0 XXX 9.0 2/discharge Grab 

Total Residual Chlorine (TRC) 
(mg/L) (4)  

XXX Report 0.05 2/discharge Grab 

Total Suspended Solids (TSS) 
(mg/L)  

XXX 30 60 1/discharge Grab 

Oil and Grease (mg/L)  XXX 15 30 1/discharge Grab 

Dissolved Iron (mg/L)  XXX XXX 7.0 1/discharge Grab 

Benzene (mg/L) (5) XXX XXX 0.0025 1/discharge Grab 

BTEX (mg/L) (5), (6)  XXX XXX 0.25 1/discharge Grab 

Total PCBs (μg/L) (7)  XXX Report Report 1/discharge Grab 

 
 Footnotes  
 
(1) This is the minimum number of sampling events required. Permittees are encouraged, and it may be advantageous in 
demonstrating compliance, to perform more than the minimum number of sampling events.  
 
(2) The permittee shall collect samples at the point of discharge (outfall) prior to the discharge entering the receiving waters. For 
measurement frequencies of 1/discharge, the permittee shall collect samples within the first 30 minutes of commencing a 
discharge. For measurement frequencies of 2/discharge, the permittee shall collect one sample at the start of a discharge and 
one sample at the end of a discharge.  
 
(3) The permittee shall report the average monthly flow, in gallons per minute (GPM), for all discharges occurring during the 
month. The permittee shall measure the flow and the duration of the discharge (in hours) for each discharge and shall report this 
information to DEP in the Annual Report as specified in Part A III of this permit. The permittee shall report the total volume 
discharged each month, in gallons.  
 
(4) The permittee shall comply with effluent limitations and monitoring requirements for Total Residual Chlorine (TRC) when a 
public water supply or other source of chlorinated water is used in hydrostatic testing.  
 
(5) The permittee shall comply with effluent limitations and monitoring requirements for Benzene and BTEX for existing natural 
gas transmission lines (NGTLs), existing petroleum storage tanks (PSTs) and existing petroleum transmission lines (PTLs).  
 
(6) The permittee shall calculate Total BTEX as the sum of concentrations for Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene, and Total 
Xylenes determined through analysis of the same sample.  

 
(7) Monitoring for Total PCBs is required only for existing Natural Gas Transmission Lines (NGTLs).  
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