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SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0026263 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 1063459 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1441373 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name PA American Water Co.  Facility Name PA American Water York City STP  

Applicant Address 1701 Black Bridge Road   Facility Address 1701 Black Bridge Road   

 York, PA 17402-1911   York, PA 17402-1911  

Applicant Contact Jennifer Green  Facility Contact David Boore  

Applicant Phone (610) 233-6553  Facility Phone (717) 691-2106  

Client ID 87712  Site ID 453212  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality Manchester Township  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County York  

Date Published in PA Bulletin February 8, 2025  EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date March 10, 2025  If No, Reason Major Chesapeake Bay Discharger  

  

Purpose of Application Application for a renewal of an NPDES permit for discharge of treated Sewage   

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

The NPDES draft permit and supporting documents were emailed to the permitee on January 23, 2025.  The permit was 
published in the PA Bulletin on February 8, 2025, for public comment; comments were received from the permitee.  No 
comments were received from the EPA. 
 
On February 24, 2025, DEP received the following comments from Jennifer Green with PA American Water: 
 

1. The cover page incorrectly describes the location of the facility as York, City, York County discharging into 
an unnamed tributary of Codorus Creek. We request the location to be updated to Manchester Township, 
York County and that discharging location be updated to Codorus Creek only as both outfalls 001 and 002 
discharge directly into the Codorus Creek.  

DEP Response: The requested corrections have been made. 

2. The monitoring table includes weekly monitoring for Total Copper and Total Zinc and establishes effluent 
limitations for each parameter. The fact sheet states that based on the data submitted, the reasonable 
potential analysis indicated that discharge limits are necessary for Total Copper and Total Zinc. The Toxics 
Management Spreadsheet included in the fact sheet shows a maximum discharge concentration for Total 
Copper of 2.3 mg/L and Total Zinc of 30 mg/L. The data submitted with the application was reported in ug/L 
for both parameters. We request that the Toxic Management Spreadsheet be updated using the correct unit 
and the reasonable potential analysis be updated for Total Zinc and Total Copper.  
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

 

DEP Response: The Department confirms a unit error for Total Copper and Total zinc was entered into the 
original Toxic Management Spreadsheet, which in turn was used to determine the needs for limits.  The 
model was updated with the correct units, and a monitor and report requirement resulted instead of a 
numerical limit for both parameters (see attached below).  

3. In addition, the acceptable quantitation limit (QL) indicated in the NPDES permit renewal application for 
Total Copper is 4.0 ug/L. The effluent sampling conducted for the renewal resulted in a maximum 
concentration of 2.3 ug/L. The rationale and justification for imposing effluent limitations less than the 
Department’s published, QL t is unclear. We respectfully request the monitoring requirements for Total 
Copper be removed. If the Department elects to retain this effluent limitation, additional information detailing 
the justification for imposing limits less than the target QL should be included in the fact sheet.  

DEP Response: The stated a maximum concentration of 2.3 ug/L is incorrect – a maximum daily value of 
4.1 ug/L was documented in the lab reports supplied in support of the application.  Copper will still be 
adjusted to have a monitor and report requirement instead of a numerical limit as described in the previous 
comment response. 

4. The fact sheet shows a maximum discharge concentration for alpha-Endosulfan of 0.096ug/L. A review of 
the lab results and application, show that the concentration for alpha-Endosulfan was incorrectly reported in 
the data tables in the application and the actual maximum concentration was <0.0096ug/L on 10/5/2021. A 
copy of the original lab results are included in the application. We request that the Toxic Management 
Spreadsheet be updated using the correct maximum concentration and the reasonable potential analysis be 
updated.  
 
DEP Response: The Toxic Management Spreadsheet was updated with the correct value.  No further action 
was recommended for this parameter, so it has been removed completely from the draft permit (see 
attached below). 

 
5. The fact sheet states that the reasonable potential analysis for Total Thallium and 2,6-Dinotrotolune 

indicates that effluent limitations are needed for both parameters in order to be protective of water quality. 
The effluent limitations set for both parameters are less than the minimum target QL’s required in the 
NPDES permit renewal application. The target QL for Total Thallium is 2 ug/L and the maximum 
concentration observed in the plant effluent testing for the permit application was 0.27 ug/L. The target QL 
for 2,6-Dinotrotolune is 5 ug/L and the maximum concentration observed in the plant effluent testing for the 
permit renewal was 1.3 ug/L. We respectfully request the monitoring requirements for Total Thallium and 
2,6-Dinotrotolune be removed. If the Department elects to retain this effluent limitation, additional information 
detailing the justification for imposing limits less than the target QL should be included in the fact sheet.  

 
DEP Response: In accordance with the Department’s Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for Clean Water 
Program - New and Reissuance Sewage Individual NPDES Permit Applications (SOP No. BCW-PMT-002), 
where a WQBEL is less than the Target Quantitation Limit (TQL)1) enter the TQL into WMS, 2) enter the 
WQBEL on the permit document, 3) enter “< TQL” on the DMRs, and 4) use the Part C condition for 
WQBELs Below Quantitation Limits (Part C 116).   The following TQL values have been entered into WMS: 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

Also,  in accordance with the SOP, the WQBELS from the previous permit draft will remain in the permit as 
previous proposed.  When the DMRs are drafted with the final permit, these parameters will be noted with a 
“< TQL” notation.  The following language was also added to Part C: 
 

 
 

6. The draft permit includes monitoring requirements for Total Antimony. The maximum concentration for Total 
Antimony in the sampling conducted for the permit renewal is 1 ug/L with a target QL of 2 ug/L. We 
respectfully request the monitoring requirements for Antimony be removed. If the Department elects to retain 
this monitoring requirement, additional information detailing the justification for imposing limits less than the 
target QL should be included in the fact sheet.  

 
DEP Response: Parameters with test results of non-detect get entered into the model with a value of less 
than the sensitivity of the test, not zero.  The Department has determined that the proposed monitor and 
report requirement is correct.  No change is proposed.   

 
7. Outfall 001 includes monitoring requirements for E. coli however, Outfall 002 does not. We believe that as 

the primary outfall for discharge, E. coli monitoring was intended for outfall 002 rather than 001. If our 
understanding is correct, we request the monitoring location for E. coli be updated to Outfall 002.  

DEP Response: The requested correction has been made. 

8. Monitoring for Total Phosphorus and Ammonia Nitrogen requires a 24-hour composite 1/ shift. It is unclear 
how this type of sampling is to occur and we request clarification on the process of collecting a 24-hour 
composite each shift.  

DEP Response: The original sampling interval was consistent with the Department’s Technical Guidance for 
the Development and Specification of Effluent Limitations and Other Permit Conditions in NPDES Permits 
(362-0400-001).  The Department consulted its Central Office in this matter, and it was determined that the 
sampling frequency could be changed to 1/day.  This change is reflected in the revised draft permit. 

9.  The monitoring requirements include a minimum frequency for pH and Dissolved Oxygen of 1/shift. We 
request that “shift” be defined as we may operate three 8-hour shifts or two 12-hour shifts.  
 
DEP Response: The original sampling interval was consistent with the Department’s Technical Guidance for 
the Development and Specification of Effluent Limitations and Other Permit Conditions in NPDES Permits 
(362-0400-001).  The Department consulted its Central Office in this matter, and it was determined that the 
sampling frequency could be changed to 1/day.  This change is reflected in the revised draft permit. 

 
10. The existing permit requires monitoring frequencies for CBOD5, Total Suspended Solids, Fecal Coliform, 

Ammonia Nitrogen, Total Phosphorus of at least 5 days/week. In order to capture variability in the 
wastewater, samples are collected at a minimum of Sunday through Thursday and analyzed in house in our 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

accredited laboratory. We request the monitoring frequency remain at 5 days/week as the intent to capture 
varying wastewater composition is already being met with our current laboratory schedule. 

 
DEP Response: The proposed sampling frequency, as proposed, is consistent with other major sewage 
plants in the region and consistent with the Department’s Technical Guidance for the Development and 
Specification of Effluent Limitations and Other Permit Conditions in NPDES Permits (362-0400-001).  No 
change is proposed.    

 
11. Section II: Other Requirements: The draft permit does not include language from the existing permit 

regarding TRC effluent limitations: “When chlorine is used for outfall 002, the permittee shall achieve 
compliance with the TRC effluent limitations in Part A.1.A of this permit”. We request that the Department 
clarify how TRC limitations will be implemented when chlorine is used.  

 
DEP Response: The requested language has been added to the revised draft permit. 

 
12.  Section III: Industrial Pretreatment Program: The requirements for the annual report described in B.2 

identifies four components which must be included, however the components are labeled 1, 2, 3, and 5. It is 
unclear if #4 was inadvertently deleted or if the numbering sequence is incorrect. We request clarification on 
the annual report requirements.  
 
DEP Response: The numbering error has been corrected. 

 
13. Section V: Whole Effluent Toxicity: The testing frequency identified in B.1, requires quarterly sampling which 

is an increase in the annual frequency currently required. The York STP performed and passed WET tests in 
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024. There is no justification in the fact sheet to support increased 
monitoring for toxicity therefore, we respectfully request the monitoring frequency be maintained at annual 
as required in the current permit.  
 
DEP Response: Initial WETT modelling was based on older WETT results submitted with the application.  
The applicant provided up-to-date test results, and no limits are now proposed.  See the attached Summary 
Sheet. 
 

 
The relaxing of multiple limits represents a major amendment of the draft permit.  As such, the permit has been redrafted for 
comments and publication in the PA Bulletin  
 
As of March 20, 2025, there are no Clean Water open violations for this facility. 
 
Issuance of this revised draft permit is recommended. 
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