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NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0026697 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 1124242 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1506857 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name PA American Water Company  Facility Name Butler Area STP  

Applicant Address 852 Wesley Drive   Facility Address 100 Litman Road   

 Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-4436   Butler, PA 16001-3256  

Applicant Contact James Runzer  Facility Contact Mason Miller  

Applicant Phone (717) 550-1540  Facility Phone (724) 961-4851  

Client ID 87712  Site ID 262833  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality Butler Township  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County Butler  

Date Published in PA Bulletin April 19, 2025  EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date May 19, 2025  If No, Reason Major Sewage  

  

Purpose of Application Renewal/Transfer of an NPDES permit for discharge of treated sewage   

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

Comment letters(attached) were received on the draft permit during the comment period from the permittee in an email dated 
5/16/2025 and from Environmental Integrity Project in an email dated 5/15/2025.  USEPA did not provide comments or 
feedback on the draft permit.   
 
Below are the permittee’s comments, and the Department’s corresponding responses. 
 
Comment 1: Monitoring Table I. C. includes daily monitoring for Ultraviolet Light Intensity. The facility does not utilize UV light 
for disinfection. PAWC requests that the monitoring requirements be removed from the final permit.  
 
Response 1: The Department held discussions with PAWC after the draft comment period explaining that installation of UV 
disinfection equipment was a proposed means that was being discussed by other employees of PAWC due to the more 
stringent TRC limits being proposed in the draft permit.  It was further explained that depending on how the permittee 
ultimately proceeded, they would either report TRC or UV intensity in the final period.  Monitoring for UV intensity will remain 
in the proposed permit. 
 
Comment 2: Part C.V. (of the permit) includes a compliance schedule for the facility to meet compliance with reduced total 
chlorine residual limits. PAWC respectively requests a final implementation schedule of 4 years and 11 months to comply 
with the more stringent limits. Installation of a dechlorination system presents challenges for the facility and therefore 
alternative methods of disinfection may be required.  
 
PAWC requests a meeting with the Department to determine whether a TRC Minimization Plan or Compliance Schedule for 
the installation of alternative disinfection method is more appropriate. 
 
Response 2: The Department and the permittee had numerous discussions after the draft comment period upon which the 
Permittee verified that they were switching to UV disinfection as a result of the more stringent TRC limit. The permittee 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

followed up by submitting a proposed compliance schedule extending the final compliance date for installing UV disinfection 
of 60 months after permit effective date, in an email dated 12/23/2025.  The Department is amendable to extending the TRC 
compliance date to 4 years and 11 months in the Permit and will make the changes in the revised permit. 
 
Although not binding, the Permittee has submitted a WQM Permit amendment since the draft NPDES Permit comment 
period ended for installation of UV disinfection equipment, with a stated completion date of Spring of 2028.  Because this 
option of compliance is not mandatory as a means of complying with the more stringent final TRC limit, monitoring for UV 
intensity will have its own start date in the revised permit which will start at the startup of the upgraded facility, if and 
whenever that occurs, and no compliance schedule will be included for implementation. 
 
Comment 3: Monitoring table I. C. (of the permit) includes weekly monitoring for Free Cyanide. PAWC believes the detection 
for Free Cyanide that was used to establish the limits was based on a sample outlier as Free Cyanide is not typically found in 
sanitary sewers and there are no industries in the system discharging Free Cyanide into the collection system. We request 
the option to complete a TRE Study to remove Free Cyanide from the monitoring requirements for the facility.  
 
We would also like to note that Free Cyanide should be collected as a grab sample however the monitoring requirements in 
Table I. C. requires 24-hour composite samples to be collected. If monitoring requirements for Free Cyanide remain in the 
permit, we request the sample type be changed to grab rather than 24-hour composite in order to meet method 
requirements. 
 
Response 3: The Department held discussions with the permittee after the draft comment period regarding this comment, as 
similar arguments have been made at other sewage treatment facilities.  The Department relayed that a detection could not 
be simply disregarded without an explanation of why it was detected and shared that potential reasons it could be falsely 
detected in application sampling could be due to the sample preservation method using sodium hydroxide and the use of 
chlorine disinfection at the plant. 
 
The permittee elected to do a sampling study after the draft comment period to demonstrate whether the sodium hydroxide 
preservative, chlorine disinfection, or a combination of the two was having an impact on free cyanide results.  The results of 
that study, submitted 11/10/2025, appear to demonstrate that there is obvious interference using the sodium hydroxide 
preservative and minor interference with samples collected post chlorine.  The Department agrees with this conclusion.  
Noting that application sampling was conducted using the preservative method and collected post chlorine, the Department 
is amendable to disregard the application detection.  The Toxics Management Spreadsheet (TMS) (attached) was reran 
using only the non-detect value (3 tests) from the study results that were collected prior to chlorine disinfection and tested 
without the preservative method, which did not recommend effluent limits or monitoring. Effluent limits for free cyanide will be 
removed from the revised permit.  
 
Regarding the second part of this comment, the Department verified with our Bureau of Laboratories that free cyanide should 
be given a sampling type of “Grab” instead of a composite sample.  No action was taken in the revised proposed permit as 
this parameter has been removed. 
 
Comment 4: Monitoring table I. C. requires weekly monitoring for Free Cyanide and Total Copper. PAWC respectively 
requests the frequency be changed to 2/month to align with the remaining monitoring requirements in the permit. 
Synchronizing monitoring frequencies in permits helps ensure compliance with the monitoring requirements and preventing 
missed sampling events.  
 
Response 4: Monitoring frequency for free cyanide and total copper was based on Table 6-3 of DEP’s “Technical Guidance 
for the Development and Specification of Effluent Limitations (362-0400-001).”  Toxics modeling done for the permit renewal 
determined reasonable potential for the discharge to exceed instream water quality criterion for these parameters. Other 
metals that were assigned less frequent monitoring in the permit at the permit writer’s discretion because toxics modeling just 
found them to be parameters of concern.  No changes to the monitoring frequencies will be made as a result of this 
comment, other than the effluent limits and monitoring for free cyanide was removed as discussed in Response No. 3 above.  
 
Comment 5: Definition for “Composite Sample (for GC/MS volatile organic compounds)” requires four aliquots or grab 
samples to be collected during the sampling event. The samples must be combined in the laboratory immediately before 
analysis then one analysis is performed. Butler’s contract laboratory service indicated that they were advised by DEP not to 
composite volatile organic compound samples immediately before analysis. We request that the definition is removed from 
the permit if DEP does not want the volatile organic compound aliquots composited at the laboratory. 
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Response 5: Permit writers have been instructed that for Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), the sample type should 
generally be grab samples (as well as free cyanide).  Where VOCs sampling was designated as a composite sample, a 
revised definition was added to standard language in Part A of the permit template for major sewage facilities in some 
previous versions but was reverted back to the old definition in the latest version for an unknown reason.  The definition 
language will be edited in the revised permit to use the old, revised language as follows: 
 
Composite Sample (for GC/MS volatile organic analysis) consists of at least four aliquots or grab samples collected during 
the sampling event (not necessarily flow proportioned).  A separate analysis should be performed for each sample and 
results should be averaged. 
 
 
Comments were received on May 15, 2025 from Lori Kier of The Environmental Integrity Project (EIP) and on December 15, 
2025, DEP received a Response to Comments document from Brandy Braun of PA American Water.  Both documents are 
reproduced in full at the end of this addendum.  Below is a summary of their comments and the Department’s corresponding 
responses. 
 
Comment 1: Secondary treatment standards do not apply to privately owned treatment works (PrOTW).  The Clean Water 
Act mandates the application of BCT and BAT on point sources other than POTWs.  EPA’s regulations provide authority to 
impose BCT and BAT limits on PrOTWs. In the absence of ELGs for private WWTPs, DEP must establish case-by-case 
TBELs based on BCT and BAT in PrOTW permits. DEP’s regulations incorporate the federal TBEL regulation and require 
BCT and BAT TBELs in permits. 
 
Response 1: DEP does not believe that the Clean Water Act or EPA regulations compel state permitting agencies or EPA to 
conduct best professional judgment (BPJ) analyses for every possible pollutant that could be present in a discharge. DEP 
generally completes BPJ analyses when a pollutant is not subject to an ELG or state wastewater treatment standard and it is 
clear, through observation of influent pollutant concentrations and other factors, that controlling the pollutant is necessary.  It 
is noted that DEP considers influent pollutant concentrations, which goes above and beyond federal requirements. Further, 
TBELs were applied to this permit based on 25 Pa. Code § 92a.47. 
 
Comment 2.A: This facility is no longer a Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW). 
 
Response 2.A: That is correct. 
 
Comment 2.B: BAT and BCT-based TBELs should be established for every pollutant detected in effluent through permit 
application sampling. 
 
Response 2.B: DEP reviewed all of the data for the listed pollutants, as recommended by the comment, while preparing the 
draft permit.  DEP utilized its 25 Pa. Code § 92a.47 regulation to determine the applicable TBELs for comparison with 
WQBELs. 
 
Comment 2.B.1: The Department should establish BAT for Butler Area STP that is no more than 3 mg/L for Total Nitrogen 
and no more than 1 mg/L for Total Phosphorus. 
 
Response 2.B.1: The Department does not believe it is necessary to establish BPJ TBELs for Total Nitrogen (TN) or Total 
Phosphorus (TP) for this discharge.  DEP has decided to impose monitoring requirements on TN and WQBELs for TP for the 
permit term.  Based on consideration of influent concentrations, the facility is providing treatment of TN. 
 
Comment 2.B.2: The draft permit does not include Total Suspended Solids (TSS) limits based on BCT. 
 
Response 2.B.2: TBELs were applied to TSS consistent with the standards in 25 Pa. Code § 92a.47. 
 
Comment 3: Use of pretreatment requirements in the permit is misplaced.  Industries discharging to a PrOTW must comply 
with industry-specific ELGs. 
 
Response 3: DEP is using its authority under state law to impose pretreatment requirements substantially similar to a federal 
pretreatment program.  DEP rather than EPA is the pretreatment authority for PrOTWs. 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

 
During considerations of comments, it was observed that there was a Part C condition in the draft permit regarding UV 
Functional reporting (Part C.I.F.) that was included in error.   This condition will be removed in the revised proposed permit. 
 
Due to the changes made as a result of the permittee’s comments and public interest, a second draft has been prepared and 
will be posted for public comment. 
 
There are currently six open violations listed in EFACTS for this permittee, all at other facilities in other Regions (2/17/2026). 
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