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SOUTHCENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0027197 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 276152 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1032943 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name Capital Region Water 

 

Facility Name 
Harrisburg Advanced Wastewater 
Treatment Facility  

 

Applicant Address 3003 N Front Street   Facility Address 1662 S Cameron Street   

 Harrisburg, PA 17110-1224   Harrisburg, PA 17104-3145  

Applicant Contact Claire Maulhardt 
 

 Facility Contact Jess Rosentel  

Applicant Phone (717) 216-5255  Facility Phone (717) 736-9742  

Client ID 43333  Site ID 454377  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality Harrisburg City  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County Dauphin  

Date Published in PA Bulletin December 2, 2023  EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date January 2, 2023  If No, Reason Major Sewage w/ CSO  

Purpose of Application NPDES Renewal   

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

A draft permit was prepared on November 13, 2023 and published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on December 2, 2023 for public 
comments for 30 days.  During this 30-day public commenting period, a number of draft permit comments were received and 
DEP has addressed these comments as follows:  
 

1. Total Residual Chlorine (TRC)  
Based on the comments received from the permittee (Capital Region Water), the Department has determined to 
provide the permittee an opportunity to conduct a site-specific study that would include a site-specific dilution study, 
evaluation of the best available technologies and selection of technology.  The permittee requested 22 months as the 
interim period to conduct the study.  The Department has determined that this request is reasonable and therefore, 
the new WQBELs will be in effect 22 months after issuance of the permit IF the Department’s Water Quality Model 
(i.e., TRC_CALC spreadsheet) using their study results still shows that new WQBELs listed in the November 13, 2023 
draft permit are still needed.  Therefore, the following compliance schedule will be provided in Part C of the permit.   
 
I.  REQUIREMENTS FOR TOTAL RESIDUAL CHLORINE (TRC) 

 
A. The permittee shall achieve compliance with the final water quality based effluent limitations (WQBELs) for 

TRC in Part A of this permit in accordance with the following schedule: 

a) 1
. 
Submit a Site-Specific Study plan Within 2 months from the permit effective date 

b) 2
. 
Conduct a Site-Specific Study Upon the study plan approval from the Department  
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

c) 3
. 
Submit a Site-Specific Study Results Within 18 months from the permit effective date 

d) 4
. 
Evaluate and Select the Best Available 
Technology  

See Part C of this Section 

e) 5
. 
Compliance with Effluent Limits See Part C of this Section 

f) 6
. 
Submit Progress Reports First day of each month 

 
B. No later than 14 calendar days following a date identified in the above schedule of compliance, the permittee 

shall submit to DEP a written notice of compliance or non-compliance with the specific schedule requirement.  
Each notice of non-compliance shall include the following information: 

 
1.  A short description of the non-compliance. 
2. A description of any actions taken or proposed by the permittee to comply with the elapsed schedule 

requirement. 
3.  A description of any factors which tend to explain or mitigate the non-compliance. 
4. An estimate of the date that compliance with the elapsed schedule requirement will be achieved and an 

assessment of the probability that the next scheduled requirement will be met on time. 
 

C. Depending on the results of the study, The Department may modify the WQBELs in a manner that is either more 

or less stringent than the final WQBELs specified in this permit.  Therefore, the Permittee shall evaluate and 

select the Best Available Technology within 22 months from the permit effective date if a site-specific dilution 

study shows that the Permittee must achieve compliance with final Water Quality Based Effluent Limits 

(WQBELs) listed in Part A of this permit or other WQBELs that are more stringent than the interim Effluent Limits 

listed in Part A of this permit.  If such study shows that the interim Effluent Limits listed in Part A of this permit 

are protective of water quality, the Permittee is not required to evaluate and select the technology that the 

Permittee must achieve compliance with the interim Effluent Limits listed in Part A of this permit for the remainder 

of this permit term.  The Department may reopen this permit based on the study results.       

2. Standard Conditions of the NPDES Permit  
The permittee has requested clarification of certain standard conditions listed in the NPDES permit.  These are as 
follows:  
 
1. Oil/Grease condition (Part A.I.A.1.b),  
2. Sanitary Sewer Overflow Prohibition (Part B.I.H),  
3. Representative Sampling Requirement (Part A.III.A.1),  
4. Sufficiently Sensitive Test Methods Requirement (Part A.III.A.4),  
5. Planned Changes to Waste Stream (Part A.III.C.2),  
6. Reporting Requirements for Hauled-in Residual Waste (Part A.III.C.3.a),  
7. Reporting Requirements for Hauled-In Municipal Waste (Part A.III.C.3.b)  
8. Solids Management Inventory (Part B.I.C.4.c) 
 
These are standard conditions listed in Part A and B of the NPDES permit for all POTWs and other sewage treatment 
facilities.  The Department has therefore determined that no further clarification is needed, except for no. 8 where 
“Solids Management Inventory” condition listed in Part C of the permit will be modified to reflect the existing “Solids 
Management Inventory” condition listed in the current permit.  This Part C condition is often modified on a case-by-
base reflecting the site-specific condition.   
  

3. Total Zinc & Total Aluminum Monitoring Requirements 
The permittee has requested clarification of the basis of new monitoring requirements for Total Zinc and Total 
Aluminum.  The basis has been explained in the fact sheet developed on June 1, 2023 that the Department’s water 
quality analysis based on the sample results provided in the permit application resulted a routine monitoring 
requirement for these parameters.   
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

4. CSO Requirements (Part C.II.D.1.b, Part B.II.D.1.c, & Part B.II.G) 
Any reporting requirements listed in the permit are separate requirements from any reporting requirements listed in 
the Consent Decree.  Additionally, regarding EPA’s comments related to the CSO-related bypass condition, the facility 
has been upgraded previously that would maximize the volume to be treated through the secondary treatment process 
and CSO-related bypass discharges through the main outfall in which such bypass condition is to be implementing 
the previously-approved LTCP and potentially new LTCP expected to be completed by the end of this year.   
 

5. Part C Pretreatment Conditions 
Part C Pretreatment Conditions have been updated recently.  As a result, the updated conditions will be included in 
the draft permit.   
 

6. Monitoring of PFAS  
Based on the recent directive from the Bureau of Clean Water, a quarterly monitoring of PFAS (PFOA, PFOS, HFPO-
DA and PFBS) will be included in the permit.  The quarterly monitoring requirement rather than the annual monitoring 
requirement will be included as the permittee receives wastewater from those industrial users considered industrial 
categories (i.e., landfills, electroplating, etc.).  If the permittee demonstrates that they do not receive wastewater from 
these industrial users, the annual monitoring requirement will be included in the permit.   

 
Given a number of changes made to the November 13, 2023 draft permit, it is recommended that the revised draft permit be 
issued and re-published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin for another 30 days.   
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