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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0027430 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 930459 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1164427 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County  Facility Name Jeannette STP  

Applicant Address PO Box 730   Facility Address 1000 S Railroad Street   

 Greensburg, PA 15601-0730   Penn, PA 15675  

Applicant Contact  Norman Stout  Facility Contact Katelyn Warheit  

Applicant Phone (724) 755-5912  Facility Phone 724-454-0233  

Client ID 64197  Site ID 738018  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality Penn Borough  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County Westmoreland  

Date Published in PA Bulletin August 12, 2023 (Attachment A)  EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date September 11, 2023  If No, Reason Major Facility   

  

Purpose of Application Application for a renewal of an NPDES permit for discharge of treated Sewage   

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) published notice of draft Authorization to discharge under the National 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) discharge requirements for treated sewage for Jeanette STP in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin on August 12, 2023 [54 PA.B. 5009]. A 30-day comment period was provided during which interested parties were 
directed to submit comments to DEP.  
 
The purpose of this fact sheet is to document the comments received, the Department’s formal response to said comments, 
and where applicable, the changes made to the draft permit.  
 
Comments were received from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as well as from the Municipal Authority of 
Westmoreland County (MAWC). As a result of the comments received from MAWC, the permit is being amended in two 
ways: 

• The percent capture performance standard in Part C. II. C. 2. of the permit is changing from 94% to 85%. 

• The LTCP implementation schedule in Part C. II. C. 3. of the permit is being extended.  
 

Additionally, DEP has implemented a new PFAS monitoring initiative. As a result, annual PFAS monitoring at the treated 
sewage discharge outfall and PFAS requirements for the pretreatment program have been added to the permit. As a result of 
the comments received and the changes performed in the permit, the Department has decided to redraft the permit to offer a 
public comment period.  
 
The comments received during the Draft Period comment period and DEP’s responses are summarized below: 
 
In response to the draft permit, US EPA Region III sent the email provided in Attachment B on August 8, 2023 and made the 
following statement: 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

According to our Memorandum of Agreement, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region III has received the 
revised draft National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for: 
 
Jeanette Municipal Authority  
Municipal Authority of Westmoreland County (MAWC) 
NPDES Number: PA0027430 
EPA Received Revised Draft: 7/27/2023 
30-day response date: 8/28/2023 
 
This is a major permit that discharges to Brush Creek and is affected by the Brush Creek (Westmoreland) and Turtle Creek 
Watershed TMDLs for Acid Mine Drainage Affected Segments. This permit is being revised to incorporate the applicable 
CSO performance standard and the fact sheet incorporates a comprehensive timeline of CSO-related actions as an 
attachment. EPA has chosen to perform a limited review of the CSO performance Standard and CSO compliance schedule 
requirements and fact sheet discussion. EPA has completed its review and has no comments.  
 
In response to the draft permit, Katelyn Warheit with the MAWC sent a formal letter dated August 15, 2023 which contained 
a comment regarding the percent capture performance standard in Part C. II. C. 2. of the draft permit. The complete 
comment letter is included in Attachment C.  
 

1. The percent capture requirement was changed based on comments received from the EPA. MAWC believes that 
EPA is misinterpreting the meaning of the 94% value in the LTCP.  
 
DEP’s Response: Section IV.B.2.c of the EPA’s Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Control Policy Notice [Federal 
Register Vol. 59 No. 75 18688-18698] (CSO Policy) documents that a permit requires compliance with the numeric 
performance standards for the selected controls by specifying one of three conditions for the presumptive approach. 
Section IV.B.2.c.ii. offers the condition of a minimum percent capture of combined sewage by volume for treatment 
under specified design conditions consistent with Section II.C.4.a.ii. Section II.C.4.a.ii specifies a percent capture of 
no less than 85%.   
 
Section 4.6.2 of EPA’s CSO Guidance for Permit Writers [EPA 832-B-95-008] documents that the performance 
standard for the presumptive approach should come directly from what is specified in the CSO Policy. Appendix A 
further clarifies by providing the example sample language, “The permittee shall eliminate or capture for treatment, 
or storage and subsequent treatment, at least 85 percent of the system-wide combined sewage volume collected in 
the combined sewer system…”  
 
Additionally, as examples, the EPA Region Two Permits NY0031429 and NY00222403 specify 85 percent as the 
numeric performance standard for Presumption Approach.  
 
For these reasons, the performance standard in Part C. II. C. 2. of the permit is changing from 94 percent to 85 
percent.  
 
 

Katelyn Warheit with MAWC sent a letter dated September 28, 2023 requesting an extension to the LTCP schedule in Part 
C. II. C. 3. of the draft permit. The complete letter is included in Attachment D.  
 

1. MAWC would like to request that Jeanette LTCP Implementation Schedule deadlines be extended. 
 

DEP’s Response:  
 
The LTCP schedule in Part C.II.C.3 of the permit is changing to: 
 

 

Milestone Completion Date 

Begin Construction of Option 4a/9a as authorized 
by the WQM Part II Permit 

January 1, 2025 



NPDES Permit Fact Sheet NPDES Permit No. PA0027430 
Jeannette STP  

 
 

3 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

Complete Construction of Option 4a/9a as 
authorized by the WQM Part II Permit 

May 1, 2026 

Begin Construction of Remaining Projects as 
authorized by the WQM Part II Permit 

January 1, 2025 

Complete Construction of Remaining Projects as 
authorized by the WQM Part II Permit 

May 1, 2026 

Submit a complete and accurate Post-Construction 
Compliance Monitoring Plan (PCCMP) 

October 31, 2026 

Begin PCCMP Implementation Within 90 days of the Department’s 
approval of the PCCMP 

Complete PCCMP Implementation Within 365 days of commencement 
of the Department-approved PCCMP 

Submission of PCCMP report for Department 
Review 

Within 90 days of completion of 
PCCMP implementation 

Compliance with LTCP and CSO Performance 
Standard  

Within 90 days of completion of 
PCCMP implementation 

 
The existing COA with MAWC is also being amended to reflect this change.  
 
Part C.III “Combined Sewer Overflows” of the 2012 Permit failed to include both a CSO performance standard and a 
final compliance date for LTCP Implementation. All LTCP milestones identified in the permit were therefore interim 
milestones and extending the compliance schedule does not constitute backsliding. Updating the LTCP 
Implementation schedule in the fourth draft of this NPDES permit does not require an anti-backsliding analysis. 
 
Please note that once this permit is issued in final, then the schedule will become legally binding. MAWC will need to 
prove that any requested extensions are subject to one of the backsliding provisions defined in 40 CFR 122.44 (l). 
 
 

Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS)  
 
In February 2024, DEP implemented a new PFAS monitoring initiative consistent with EPA’s memorandum that provides 
guidance for addressing PFAS in treated effluent discharges permitted under the NPDES program. PFAS are a family of 
synthetic, organic chemicals containing a chain of strong carbon-fluorine bonds. PFAS are generally highly stable and water- 
and- oil resistant and are useful in a variety of consumer products and industrial processes. PFAS are resistant to 
biodegradation, photooxidation, direct photolysis, and hydrolysis. Because PFAS does not readily degrade by natural 
processes, it accumulates over time. According to the United States Department of Health and Human Services’ Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), the environmental persistence and mobility of PFAS, combined with 
decades of widespread use, have resulted in surface water, groundwater, drinking water, rainwater, solid, sediment, ice 
caps, outdoor and indoor air, plants, animal tissue, and human blood serum contamination across the globe. ATSDR also 
reports that exposure to certain PFAS can lead to adverse human health impacts. Due to their durability, toxicity, 
persistence, and pervasiveness, PFAS have emerged as a potentially significant pollutant of concern for sewage treatment 
plants.  
 
In accordance with Section II.G. of DEP’s SOP for Establishing Effluent Limitations for Individual Sewage Permits [BCQ-
PMT-033] and under the authority of 25 Pa. Code § 92.a.61, DEP is imposing monitoring for a subset of common/well-
studied PFAS to help understand the extent of PFAS contamination throughout the Commonwealth and the extent to which 
point source dischargers under the NPDES program contribute. These PFAS include Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA), 
Perfluoroctanesulfonic Acid (PFOS), Perfluorobutanesulfonic acid (PFBS), and Hexafluoropropylene Oxide Dimer Acid 
(HFPO-DA). 
 
MAWC submitted their NPDES Permit renewal application prior to August 5, 2024 and are therefore not required to sample 
for PFOA, PFOS, PFBS, and HFPO-DA as part of the renewal sampling. Jeanette STP does not have any categorical users 
and therefore does not have any industrial waste generators that EPA believes may be a source of PFAS. Annual monitoring 
for PFOA, PFOS, PFBS, and HFPO-DA is therefore being added to this permit. In accordance with Section II.G.3. of DEP’s 
SOP for Establishing Effluent Limitations for Individual Sewage Permits [BCQ-PMT-033], a footnote has been added to the 
permit stating “The permittee may discontinue monitoring for PFOA, PFOS, HFPO-DA, and PFBS of the results in four 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

consecutive monitoring period indicate non-detect results at or below Quantitation Limits of 4.0 ng/L for PFOA, 3.7 ng/L 
PFOS, 3.5 ng/L for PFBS, and 6.4 ng/L for HFPO-DA. When monitoring is discontinued, permittees must enter a No 
Discharge Indicator (NODI) Code of “GG” on DMRs.  
 
Draft Permit issuance is recommended.  
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

PA Bulletin Notice 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

EPA Comment Email 
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ATTACHMENT C 
 

MAWC Comment Letter 
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ATTACHMENT D 
 

MAWC Request for Extended LTCP Schedule 
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