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Southwest Regional Office 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type 
Amendment, 
Major NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE 

Application No. PA0027570 A-1 

Facility Type Municipal APS ID 1131880 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1517406 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

a 

Applicant Name 
Western Westmoreland Municipal 
Authority 

 
Facility Name Brush Creek STP 

 

Applicant Address 12441 Route 993   Facility Address 12441 Route 993   

 North Huntingdon, PA 15642-4264   North Huntingdon, PA 15642-4264  

Applicant Contact Stanley A. Gorski Jr.  Facility Contact ***same as applicant***   

Applicant Phone (724) 864-0452  Facility Phone ***same as applicant***  

Applicant Email sgorski@wwmaweb.com  Facility Email ***same as applicant***  

Client ID 65426  Site ID 263851  

Ch 94 Load Status Projected Hydraulic Overload  Municipality North Huntingdon Township  

Connection Status Dept. Imposed Connection Prohibitions  County Westmoreland  

Date Application Received February 19, 2025  EPA Waived? No  

Date Application Accepted February 26, 2025  If No, Reason Major Facility  

  

Purpose of Application 
Removal of interim reporting requirements, final effluent limits, and schedule of compliance for Free 
Cyanide. 

 

a 

 

Summary of Review 

On December 8, 2023, DEP issued NPDES Permit PA0027570 to the Western Westmoreland Municipal Authority (WWMA) 
for discharges of treated sewage from WWMA’s Brush Creek STP.  The permit took effect on January 1, 2024.  Among other 
things, the permit imposed new water quality-based effluent limits (WQBELs) for Free Cyanide subject to a three-year schedule 
of compliance with interim reporting requirements and final limits of 4.52 µg/L average monthly and 7.05 µg/L maximum daily 
due to take effect in 2026.  The schedule of compliance in the permit required WWMA to perform site-specific data collection 
studies to collect data to refine the accuracy of the WQBELs, and a Toxics Reduction Evaluation (TRE) to identify the source(s) 
of Free Cyanide and to evaluate options to eliminate those sources and options to provide treatment for Free Cyanide. 
 
On February 17, 2025, on behalf of WWMA, Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. (HRG) submitted a TRE Report that includes an 
influent and effluent quality review, a source inventory evaluation, source reduction evaluation, and effluent limits verification 
discussion.  The TRE Report was accompanied by an NPDES Permit Amendment Application requesting to remove the 
requirements for Free Cyanide from the permit.   
 
Based on the TRE Report (see excerpt in Attachment A to this Fact Sheet) and its supporting documentation, DEP agrees 
that elevated concentrations of Free Cyanide reported in the effluent upon which the previously calculated WQBELs were 
based are attributable to laboratory interference and sample preservation methods.  DEP re-modeled the discharge using 
WWMA’s unpreserved post-chlorination results and determined that no WQBELs or reporting requirements are necessary for 
Free Cyanide (see Attachment B).  Based on the TRE Report and its supporting documentation, the Free Cyanide WQBELs 
due to take effect in 2026, the interim reporting requirements for Free Cyanide, and the associated schedule of compliance 
requirements (Part C, Condition III) will be removed from the permit in accordance with the exception to anti-backsliding given 
in Section 402(o)(2)(B)(i) of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342(o)(2)(B)(i)) regarding new information that justifies the 
application of less stringent effluent limitations. 

mailto:sgorski@wwmaweb.com
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Summary of Review 

Public Participation 
 
The changes to the permit do not qualify as minor modifications under 40 CFR § 122.63.  Therefore, DEP will publish notice 
of the receipt of the NPDES permit application and a tentative decision to issue the individual NPDES permit in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin in accordance with 25 Pa. Code § 92a.82.  Upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, DEP will accept 
written comments from interested persons for a 30-day period (which may be extended for one additional 15-day period at 
DEP’s discretion), which will be considered in making a final decision on the application.  Any person may request or petition 
for a public hearing with respect to the application.  A public hearing may be held if DEP determines that there is significant 
public interest in holding a hearing.  If a hearing is held, notice of the hearing will be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin at 
least 30 days prior to the hearing and in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the geographical area of the 
discharge. 
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ATTACHMENT A – TRE Report 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

Excerpt from 
WWMA’s Toxics Reduction Evaluation Report 
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ATTACHMENT B – TMS Results 

ATTACHMENT B 
 

Toxics Management Spreadsheet for Outfall 001 
(Free Cyanide Only)
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