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NORTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0037052 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 605167 

Major / Minor Minor Authorization ID 1352649 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name Pen Argyl Borough Municipal Authority  

 

Facility Name Pen Argyl Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 

Applicant Address 11 North Robinson Avenue Pob 128  Facility Address 249 South Main Street   

 Pen Argyl, PA 18072-1452   Pen Argyl, PA 18072-9520  

Applicant Contact John Cuono, Authority Chairman  Facility Contact David Mondello, Operator   

Applicant Phone (610) 863-4119  Facility Phone (610) 863-5422  

Client ID 62404  Site ID 255664  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality Pen Argyl Borough  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County Northampton  

Date Published in PA Bulletin June 4, 2022  EPA Waived? Yes  

Comment Period End Date July 4, 2022  If No, Reason -  

  

Purpose of Application Application for a renewal of an NPDES permit for discharge of treated sewage.  

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

The first draft of this application appeared in the PA Bulletin on Saturday, June 4, 2022.  
 
A comment letter dated June 14, 2022 was received via email from Colliers Engineering & Design on behalf of Pen Argyl 
Municipal Authority. The full comment letter is included on pages 8 and 9 of this fact sheet for reference.  
 
The comment letter requests the Dissolved Oxygen (DO) limitation of 5.0 mg/L from the previous permit be maintained 
instead of being increased to 7.0 mg/L. The comment letter states, “The Pen Argyl Borough Municipal Authority does not 
believe the draft NPDES Permit limits should be based on the designations of Waltz Creek. It is our belief that the modeling 
and designations used to determine the draft NPDES Permit Dissolved Oxygen (DO) limits for the Pen Argyl WWTP do not 
accurately portray the existing conditions in the discharge to Unnamed Tributary of Waltz Creek”. 
 
The first draft of this permit indicated the Point of First Use (POFU) is where the Unnamed Tributary to Waltz Creek meets 
Waltz Creek. A new POFU study was conducted in response to the comment letter. DEP’s Aquatic Biologist Supervisor, 
Walter “JR” Holtsmaster, completed a site visit on July 20, 2022. The site visit included walking the steam upstream of the 
discharge. The different age classes of trout, aquatic plants, and benthic macroinvertebrates were observed in the Unnamed 
Tributary to Waltz Creek above the discharge. Pictures from the site visit are provided on pages 2 and 3 of this fact sheet.  
Additional stream reports for the Unnamed Tributary and Waltz Creek above the WWTP indicated a benthic  
macroinvertebrate community. The Point of First Use was determined to be the Pen Argyl WWTP discharge location on the 
Unnamed Tributary to Waltz Creek.  
 
The 7.0 mg/L minimum DO limitation has been maintained since trout were identified in the stream and because Waltz 
Creek, which is less than a mile downstream, is identified as a Natural Trout Reproduction Stream.  
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

eDMR data from the previous year (March 1, 2024 through February 28, 2025) also indicates that the facility is consistently 
above 7.0 mg/L. The lowest reported value for DO was 7.2 mg/L in August 2024. The facility was also at/or above 8.4 mg/L 
DO for seven of the months in the year. The eDMR data can be observed on page 4 of this fact sheet.  
 
Modeling was also re-run using the new POFU location. There is no stream mapping of the Unnamed Tributary to Waltz 
Creek in eMapPA. Therefore, the RMI values were obtained by using the measure tool on USGS StreamStats where the 
Unnamed Tributary is represented. The drainage areas were also obtained using USGS StreamStats. The statewide default 
Low Flow Yield (LFY) of 0.1 cfs/mi2 was used for modeling because the USGS StreamStats drainage area is too small to 
estimate accurate low flow values. Modeling can be observed on pages 5-7 of this fact sheet. 
 
The new WQM 7.0 did not recommend stricter limitations than the first draft.  
 
However, the Total Residual Chlorine (TRC) Calculation Spreadsheet recommends stricter limitations than the first draft. The 
Total Residual Chlorine (TRC) average monthly effluent limitation has been removed because UV Disinfection is used as the 
primary disinfection method. The permittee will be required to meet the new water quality-based IMAX limitation for TRC 
starting four years after the effective date of the permit (see Part C.III.). The IMAX TRC limitation from the previously issued 
permit is in effect for the first four years after the permit effective date.   

 

 
Figure 1. Upstream of Pen Argyl Outfall 001 
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Figure 2. Macroinvertebrates 
 
 

 
 

Figure 3. Trout 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

 
Remodeling After POFU Determination at Outfall 001 on Unnamed Tributary to Waltz Creek: 

 

RMI Elevation (ft) Drainage Area (mi2) 

0.63 705.75 1.29 
 

3,328 feet from Outfall 001 to confluence with Waltz Creek = 0.63 miles 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Using the state-wide Low-Flow Yield (LFY) of 0.1 cfs/mi2: 

 

0.1 𝑓𝑡3 𝑠𝑒𝑐⁄

𝑚𝑖2
 × 1.29 𝑚𝑖2 =

𝟎. 𝟏𝟐𝟗 𝒇𝒕𝟑

𝒔𝒆𝒄
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NPDES Permit Fact Sheet NPDES Permit No. PA0037052 
Pen Argyl Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 

6 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

 

At confluence with Waltz Creek: 
 

RMI Elevation (ft) Drainage Area (mi2) 

0.0 624.85 1.51 
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