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Southcentral Regional Office 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

INDIVIDUAL SFTF/SRSTP 

Application No. PA0086134 

Wastewater Type Sewage APS ID 1138713 

Facility Type SFTF Authorization ID 1529587 

a 
Applicant, Facility and Project Information 

a 

Applicant Name 
Alicia & Justin Kerschner   
and David Schwien  

 
Facility Name 904 & 906 Huffs Church Rd 

 

Applicant Address 906 and 904 Huffs Church Road  
 

Facility Address 
906 And 904 Huffs Church Road 
(Kerschner @ 906 / Schwein @ 904) 

 

 Alburtis, PA 18011-2129   Alburtis, PA 18011-2129  

Applicant Contact Alicia & Justin Kerschner  Facility Contact Alicia & Justin Kerschner  

Applicant Phone (610) 349-4936 / afurst27@gmail.com  Facility Phone (610) 349-4936 / afurst27@gmail.com  

Client ID 393206  Site ID 237919  

SIC Code 6514  Municipality District Township  

SIC Description 
Fin, Ins & Real Est - Dwelling Operators, 
Except Apartments 

 
County Berks 

 

Date Application Received May 30, 2025  WQM Required Existing WQM permit will be transferred  

Date Application Accepted June 13, 2025  WQM App. No. 0695402 T-3  

  

Project Description Renewal and transfer of individual permit for an existing SFTF   

A 

 

Summary of Review 

The existing permit was issued November 19, 2020, with an expiration date of November 30, 2025.  The existing permit was 
administratively extended.  The renewal and transfer applications were submitted to DEP’s Public Upload system (Reference 
ID # 321229).    The existing WQM permit will be transferred at the same time as the final NPDES permit is issued. 
 
This Small Flow Treatment Facility (SFTF) serves two adjacent single-family residences, one at 904 Huffs Church Road and 
one at 906 Huffs Church Road.  Planning Approval was issued October 12, 1993, for two residential lots with malfunctioning 
septic systems [M3-06929-023-3.s.]. The original Water Quality Management (WQM) permit #0695402 was issued February 
15, 1995, for a design flow of 800 gpd. 
 
The SFTF is not eligible for DEP’s general permit, the PAG-04, because  the treatment system’s hydraulic loading rate (1.33 
gpd/ft2) is greater than that recommended in DEP’s SFTF Manual (document 385-2188-005, which was first published in 2006) 
and  there is no evidence that the system can meet the limits in the PAG-04.  Also to note, (1) the downstream waterway has 
a designated use of Exceptional Value (EV), and (2) the 2015 Fact Sheet with the transferred WQM permit stated:  
 

“Apparently, it was determined during a site inspection that the sand filter was not far enough away from the 
well on the 906 Huffs Church lot.  An impervious  liner was recommended and installed, under the sand filter, 
to protect the well.”   

 
There is a TMDL for the downstream Green Lane Reservoir, for nutrients and low Dissolved Oxygen, but this sewage treatment 
facility is not assigned any Wasteload Allocations in the TMDL; nor is this facility designed to reduce Total Phosphorus.  DEP’s 
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) ‘New and Reissuance Small Flow Treatment Facility Individual NPDES Permit 
Applications’ does not recommend Total Phosphorus or Dissolved Oxygen permit limits for SFTFs.  The existing permit and 
the draft renewal permit do not include any limits for Total Phosphorus or for Dissolved Oxygen. 
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Summary of Review 

Because DEP’s PAG-04, Annual Maintenance Report (AMR) form, and SOP for SFTF Permits  all specify CBOD5 now instead 
of BOD5, the draft renewal permit proposes to change the existing permit limits from BOD5 to CBOD5.  The regulations [Title 
25 Pa Code § 92a.47] require the following for sewage permits: 
 
(a) Sewage… shall be given a minimum of secondary treatment. Secondary treatment for sewage is that treatment  

that includes significant biological treatment and accomplishes the following:         
(1) Monthly average discharge limitation for BOD5 and TSS may not exceed 30 milligrams per liter. If CBOD5 is specified 

 instead of BOD5 the limitation may not exceed 25 milligrams per liter. 
 
The existing permit limits for Total Suspended Solids (TSS), pH, and Fecal Coliform were carried forward to the draft renewal 
permit and are considered minimum requirements for sewage dischargers in accordance with Title 25 PA Code § 92a.47.  
(Whereas the regulations express the average limits for Fecal Coliform as a ‘Geometric Mean’, most NPDES individual permits 
issued for residential homes only require annual or semi-annual monitoring at a minimum.  For this reason, the Bureau of 
Clean Water determined that the Statistical Base Code ‘annual average’ should be used.) 
 
To note, DEP’s SOP for SFTF Permits allows less stringent limits than those provided in the SOP and in the PAG-04 for the 
following:  existing SFTFs that were permitted prior to publication of the SFTF Manual when such facilities are not capable of 
meeting tertiary treatment limits and have no documented compliance concerns. 
 
Water Quality modeling was not conducted except for Total Residual Chlorine (TRC), consistent with DEP’s SOP for SFTF 
Permits.  DEP’s TRC model did not indicate that the existing permit limits (technology-based limits of 0.5 mg/l as a monthly 
average and 1.6 mg/l as an Instantaneous Maximum) need to be changed.  See the attached model results. 
 
 
DEP Inspections 
 
The most recent DEP inspection occurred on July 30, 2025.  No violations were noted; however, the recommendations 
provided to the permittee included obtaining sample results for all parameters in the permit. Per the inspection report:  
 
-“Each residence has two 1,000-gallon septic tanks.” 
-The discharge from the outfall appeared generally clear, with no accumulated suspended solids, foam, or scum. 
-The receiving stream was clear upstream and downstream of the outfall. 
-The filter surface was free of ponded water and free of accumulated solids.  
 
  
Anti-backsliding 
 
No limits in the draft renewal permit are less stringent than in the existing permit.  . 
 
 
Class A Wild Trout Fisheries 
 
The receiving water is not considered Class A Wild Trout, as determined by the PA Fish and Boat Commission. . 
 
 
Unresolved Violations 
 
There are no outstanding violations against the existing permittees or the new applicants, according to DEP’s Client History 
Summary Report.  There are  no unpaid annual fees for this permit according to DEP’s Chapter 92a/NOI Annual Fees Unpaid 
report. 
  
 
Delaware River Basin Commission 
 
This facility discharges to a waterway within the Delaware River watershed.  The fact sheet and draft permit will therefore be 
forwarded to the Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) in accordance with State regulations and an interagency 
agreement.  Any comments by the DRBC will be considered.   
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Summary of Review 

 
Public Participation 
 
DEP will publish notice of the receipt of the NPDES permit application and a tentative decision to issue the individual NPDES 
permit in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in accordance with 25 Pa. Code § 92a.82.  Upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, 
DEP will accept written comments from interested persons for a 30-day period (which may be extended for one additional 15-
day period at DEP’s discretion), which will be considered in making a final decision on the application.  Any person may request 
or petition for a public hearing with respect to the application.  A public hearing may be held if DEP determines that there is 
significant public interest in holding a hearing.  If a hearing is held, notice of the hearing will be published in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin at least 30 days prior to the hearing and in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the geographical area 
of the discharge. 
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Discharge, Receiving Waters and Water Supply Information 

 

 Outfall No. 001  Design Flow (MGD) 0.0008  

 Latitude 
40Âº 27' 7.85"     
(40º 27' 6" existing permit)  Longitude 

-75Âº 38' 36.59" 
(-75º 38' 37" existing permit)  

 Quad Name   Quad Code   

 Wastewater Description: Sewage Effluent  

 

 Receiving Waters 
West Branch Perkiomen Creek 
(Cold Water Fishes, CWF)   Stream Code 1439 (eMapPA)  

 NHD Com ID 25981074 (eMapPA)  RMI 14.7 (eMapPA)  

 Drainage Area 0.22 sq. mi., estimated  Yield (cfs/mi2) 0.2  

 Q7-10 Flow (cfs) 0.04, estimated   Q7-10 Basis 
USGS Stream Stats  
online tool  

 Elevation (ft)    Slope (ft/ft)   

 Watershed No. 3-E  (eMapPA)  Chapter 93 Class. CWF, MF  (eMapPA)   

 Existing Use None  (eMapPA)  Existing Use Qualifier None  (eMapPA)  

 Exceptions to Use None  (eMapPA)  Exceptions to Criteria None  (eMapPA)  

 Assessment Status 
     
Impaired for Recreational Uses (assessment ID #18801)  

 Cause(s) of Impairment Pathogens  

 Source(s) of Impairment Unknown  

 TMDL Status 
None at 14.7 RMI but 
downstream there is a TMDL  Name Green Lane Reservoir TMDL  

 
 
Secondary Waters:  
 
-West Branch Perkiomen Creek becomes Exceptional Value designated use between Huff Church Road (approx.   
     12.8 RMI) and Old Route 100 bridge at RMI 8.0. 
- West Branch Perkiomen Creek empties into Perkiomen Creek (TSF) at RMI 23.5 and Green Lane Reservoir (TMDL for  
     organic enrichment and low Dissolved Oxygen). Green Lane Reservoir was listed as impaired on the 1996  
     303(d) list, prepared in accordance with the Clean Water Act.  Final TMDL date = 10/9/2003. 
-Perkiomen Creek empties into the Schuylkill River. 
 
 

 Nearest Downstream Public Water Supply Intake Aqua PA, Lower Merion  

 PWS Waters Perkiomen Creek   Flow at Intake (cfs)   

 PWS RMI Approx.. 1.2  Distance from Outfall (mi) Approx. 37  
 

 
 
Other Comments:  
 
-the receiving stream was added to the 303(d) list of impaired waters in 2016  
-the receiving stream is NOT considered Class A Wild Trout (per eMapPA) 
-the receiving stream IS considered Trout Natural Reproduction (per eMapPA) 
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EXISTING PERMIT LIMITS, OUTFALL 001: 
 
 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day)  Concentrations (mg/L) 

Minimum 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Annual 
Average 

Average 
Weekly 

Instant. 
Minimum 

Annual 
Average 

(except as 
otherwise 
indicated) 

Daily 
Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Flow (MGD) Report XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX 2/year Estimate 

pH (S.U.) XXX XXX 6.0 XXX XXX 9.0 2/year Grab 

TRC XXX XXX XXX 
0.5 

Avg Monthly XXX 1.6 1/month Grab 

BOD5 XXX XXX XXX 30.0 XXX 60.0 2/year Grab 

TSS XXX XXX XXX 30.0 XXX 60.0 2/year Grab 

Fecal Coliform (No./100 ml) 
Oct 1 - Apr 30 XXX XXX XXX 2000 XXX 10000 1/year Grab 

Fecal Coliform (No./100 ml) 
May 1 - Sep 30 XXX XXX XXX 200 XXX 1000 1/year Grab 

 
Samples taken in compliance with the monitoring requirements specified above shall be taken at the following location(s): 
 
at Outfall 001 
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Proposed Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements 

 
The limitations and monitoring requirements specified below are proposed for the draft permit, and reflect the most stringent limitations amongst technology, water 
quality as  needed and Beset Professional Judgement (BPJ).  Instantaneous Maximum (IMAX) limits are generally determined using multipliers of 2 (conventional 
pollutants) or 2.5 (toxic pollutants).  Sample frequencies and types are derived from the “NPDES Permit Writer’s Manual” (362-0400-001), SOPs and/or BPJ. 
                                                                                                                                                  
 Outfall 001, Effective Period: Permit Effective Date through Permit Expiration Date.  
 
Draft Renewal Permit Limits: 
 
 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day)  Concentrations (mg/L) Minimum 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Annual 
Average 

Average 
Weekly 

Instant. 
Minimum 

Annual 
Average 

Daily 
Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Flow (MGD) Report XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX 2/year Estimate 

pH (S.U.) XXX XXX 6.0 XXX XXX 9.0 2/year Grab 

Total Residual Chlorine  XXX XXX XXX 
0.5 

Avg Mo XXX 1.6 1/month Grab 

Carbonaceous Biochemical 
Oxygen Demand (CBOD5) XXX XXX XXX 25.0 XXX 50.0 2/year Grab 

Total Suspended Solids XXX XXX XXX 30.0 XXX 60.0 2/year Grab 

Fecal Coliform (No./100 ml) 
Oct 1 - Apr 30 XXX XXX XXX 2000 XXX 10,000 1/year Grab 

Fecal Coliform (No./100 ml) 
May 1 - Sep 30 XXX XXX XXX 200 XXX 1000 1/year Grab 

 
Samples taken in compliance with the monitoring requirements specified above shall be taken at the following location(s): 
 
at Outfall 001 
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NPDES Permit Fact Sheet  NPDES Permit No. PA0086134 
904 & 906 Huffs Church Rd 

 
 

8 

 
 
 
 
Purple waterway denotes EV water (Exceptional Value)
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Three other point source discharges are shown on eMapPA discharging to the impaired segment of West Branch Perkiomen Creek: 
 
 

- PAG043547, treated sewage, active 
- PAG043604, treated sewage, active 
- PA0055352, treated sewage, active, Woodland Mobile Home Park, south of Huffs Church Road, at lower end of impaired segment  
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     Excerpt from Green Lane Reservoir TMDL: 
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      Only sampled for Fecal Coliform, lab results not provided for pH, TRC, CBOD5, TSS 
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