
 
 

Approve Return Deny Signatures Date 

X                                                         
Hazim Aldalli / Environmental Engineering Specialist July 26, 2024 

X   
 

Mahbuba Iasmin, Ph.D., P.E./ Environmental Engineering Manager September 27, 2024 

 

SOUTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0110663 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 923532 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1374225 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name 
Cresson Borough Municipal Authority 
Cambria County 

 
Facility Name Cresson Borough STP 

 

Applicant Address 631 Second Street   Facility Address 1 Street Helens Lane   

 Cresson, PA 16630   Cresson, PA 16630  

Applicant Contact Mark Scowden  Facility Contact Same as applicant  

Applicant Phone (814) 886-4022  Facility Phone Same as applicant  

Client ID 161502  Site ID 531246  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality Cresson Borough  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County Cambria  

Date Published in PA Bulletin February 24, 2024  EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date March 25, 2024  If No, Reason Major Facility  

  

Purpose of Application Application for a renewal of an NPDES permit for discharge of treated Sewage   

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

The draft permit was issued on 2/7/2024. The public notice was published in the PA Bulletin on 2/24/2024. The following 
response was received on 3/11/2024 from EPA during the comment period which ended on 3/25/2024.  
These comments and responses were shared with the applicant via Department’s email on 3/26/2024. The applicant 
responded back on May 9 and May 15, 2024 (see page 8). 
 
EPA Comment no. 1: We offer the following comments on WET: 
 
a. There were four endpoint failures in the WET test summary provided in the fact sheet which, as stated, represents 
reasonable potential (RP) for WET.  There was no indication in the fact sheet that the STP has identified the source of 
toxicity, conducted a toxicity reduction evaluation (TRE) and addressed these reoccurring failures. As discussed in a phone 
call with PADEP on March 6, 2024, PADEP may look into this further. 
 
Response : DEP shared EPA comments with the applicant and their response was (see pages 8-13) that they identified the 
toxicity within the 2019 & 2020 WET samplings as a contamination due to Bis 2 Ethyl hexyl phthalate, which was introduced 
as a new WQBEL parameter during the previous permit. Beside the reviewed TRE progress reports (see page 15 of the first 
draft permit factsheet under Bis(2-Ethylhexyl) Phthalate Section), via email on May 15, 2024, the authority explained their 
actions to control the contamination by modifying the sampling procedure. Samples collected after modifications did not 
produce a reasonable potential for Bis 2 Ethyl hexyl phthalate and the reviewed DMRs didn’t show any limits violations (see 
page 15 of the first draft factsheet Under Reasonable Potential Section). Additionally, 2024 WET results are all “pass”. Using 
the last four years of WET sampling (2021-2024), the DEP WET spreadsheet produced no reasonable potential with no 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

limits. The facility-specific Target In-Stream Waste Concentration (TIWCc) will not change from the first draft with the value of 
97% and a dilution series of 24%, 49%, 73%, 97%, and 100%. (See page 21). 
 
b. EPA regulations at 40 C.F.R. 122.44(d)(1)(v) require NPDES permits to contain WET limits where a discharge has been 
shown to cause, have the reasonable potential to cause, or contribute to an in-stream excursion of a narrative criterion 
unless the permitting authority demonstrates chemical-specific limits are appropriate to address the toxicity. As discussed in 
the permit writer’s manual (page 6-40), chemical-specific limits may be appropriate when the permitting authority has been 
able to determine the specific pollutants are the source of toxicity. The fact sheet states PADEP believes the new toxic 
WQBELs (copper, free cyanide, and carbon tetrachloride) will likely control the toxicity noted in the effluent; however, the 
basis for that statement is unclear and it does not appear the demonstration required by the regulation has been made. 
EPA’s Technical Support Document, March 1991, Section 3.3.7, provides some guidance on this scenario:  “To make this 
demonstration that chemical-specific limits are sufficient, additional effluent information will be needed. EPA recommends 
that the discharger conduct a toxicity identification evaluation to identify the causative agent(s) in the effluent. Where the 
permitting authority determines that the demonstration required by 40 CFR 122.44(d)(1)(v) has been made, limits on whole 
effluent toxicity need not be imposed.”     
Unless a demonstration can be made that one or several of those specific pollutants are the source of toxicity, limits for WET 
must be imposed in the permit. In addition, whether WET limits or chemical-specific permit limits are ultimately imposed in 
the permit, because PADEP has determined that there is RP for WET, EPA would recommend quarterly WET testing be 
imposed in the permit. 
 
Response : As stated in Response to Comment 1.a, the permittee identified Bis 2 Ethyl hexyl phthalate as a reason for 2019 
and 2020 WET test failures. In May 2024, the permittee conducted additional sampling for the newly proposed parameters in 
the Draft Permit 1 which (included Copper, Carbon Tetrachloride, and Free Cyanide) in addition to sampling for Bis 2 Ethyl 
hexyl phthalate. All parameters were reported “non-detect” following DEP’s Quantitation Limits (QLs). Additionally, 2024 
WET results were included in WET evaluation following PADEP’s WET SOP (SOP No. BPNPSM-PMT-031, Version 1.4) and 
no WET limits were recommended (see page 21). Therefore, annual WET testing will be continued in the revised Draft 
Permit.  
 
c. The permit does not include the updated TIWC and dilution series from the fact sheet as identified in the email 
correspondence on February 20, 2024.    
 
Response : DEP acknowledges the comment, Part C.IV.A.3 of the final permit will have the dilution series and TIWC updated 
to reflect the renewal application WET analysis results as indicated in DEP response to the Comment 1.a. 

 

 
Comment 2: In the February 20, 2024 email correspondence between EPA and PADEP, EPA noted the fact sheet incorrectly 
used the pretreatment term categorical in describing two industrial users. EPA recommends removing the term categorical 
as the industrial discharges are not categorical dischargers. It was also noted the permittee didn’t disclose the two industrial 
dischargers in the application.  
 
Response : DEP acknowledges the comment. The applicant informed DEP when asked about this comment that Sheetz 
Corp. store is no more discharging to the Cresson STP, and Norfolk Southern discharge information will be updated through 
the 2024 CH94 report and the upcoming renewal application (See page 14).  
 
 
Total Copper 
 
The new Site Specific Criteria Study (SSCS) and Toxicity Reduction Evaluation (TRE) with corrosion control feasibility study 
requirements for Total Copper were inadvertently excluded in the original Draft Permit. Part C112 A and Part C113 have 
been included in the revised Draft Permit. 
 
 
PFAS  
 
Pursuant to 25 Pa. code § 92a.61(b), annual monitoring for PFAS-related compounds (i.e., PFOA, PFOS, HFPO-DA or 
PFBS) has been imposed at Outfall 001 to determine if PFAS will be a pollutant of concern in accordance with PADEP SOP 
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

No. BCW-PMT-033 revised February 5, 2024 under Section G.3. Additionally, a footnote has been added to Part A of the 
revised Draft Permit that states,  
 
“The permittee may discontinue monitoring for PFOA, PFOS, HFPO-DA, and PFBS if the results in 4 consecutive monitoring 
periods indicate non-detect results at or below Quantitation Limits of 4.0 ng/L for PFOA, 3.7 ng/L for PFOS, 3.5 ng/L for 
PFBS and 6.4 ng/L for HFPO-DA. When monitoring is discontinued, permittees must enter a No Discharge Indicator (NODI) 
Code of “GG” on DMRs.” 
 
 
Issuance of the permit re-draft is recommended. 
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Proposed Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements 

 
The limitations and monitoring requirements specified below are proposed for the draft permit, and reflect the most stringent limitations amongst technology, water quality 
and BPJ.  Instantaneous Maximum (IMAX) limits are determined using multipliers of 2 (conventional pollutants) or 2.5 (toxic pollutants).  Sample frequencies and types are 
derived from the “NPDES Permit Writer’s Manual” (362-0400-001), SOPs and/or BPJ. 
 
 Outfall 001, Effective Period: Permit Effective Date through End of Thirty-Sixth (36th) Month Following Permit Issuance. 
 

Outfall 001 , Continued (from  Permit Effective Date through January 31, 2025 ) 
       

 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (µg/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Average 
Weekly Minimum 

Average 
Monthly Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Free Cyanide Report XXX XXX Report XXX 
Report    

Daily Max 1/week Grab 

Total Copper 
0.53 

Avg Qrtly 
0.94  

Daily Max XXX 
42.0 

Avg Qrtly 
75.0  

Daily Max XXX 1/quarter 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Carbon Tetrachloride Report XXX XXX Report XXX 
Report    

Daily Max 1/week 
8-Hr 

Composite 

 
Compliance Sampling Location: Outfall 001. 
 
Other Comments: None. 
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Proposed Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements 

 
The limitations and monitoring requirements specified below are proposed for the draft permit, and reflect the most stringent limitations amongst technology, water quality 
and BPJ.  Instantaneous Maximum (IMAX) limits are determined using multipliers of 2 (conventional pollutants) or 2.5 (toxic pollutants).  Sample frequencies and types are 
derived from the “NPDES Permit Writer’s Manual” (362-0400-001), SOPs and/or BPJ. 
 
 Outfall 001, Effective Period: Beginning of Thirty Seventh (37th) Month Following Permit Issuance through Permit Expiration Date. 
 

Outfall 001 , Continued (from  February 1, 2025 through Permit Expiration Date ) 
       

 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (ug/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Average 
Weekly Minimum 

Average 
Monthly Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Total Copper  0.18 XXX XXX 14.4 
21.6 

Daily Max XXX 1/week 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Free Cyanide  0.05 XXX XXX 4.14 
6.21 

Daily Max XXX 1/week Grab 

Carbon Tetrachloride 
 

0.007 XXX XXX 0.55 
0.82 

Daily Max XXX 1/week 
8-Hr 

Composite 

 
Compliance Sampling Location: Outfall 001. 
 
Other Comments: None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements 
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The limitations and monitoring requirements specified below are proposed for the draft permit, and reflect the most stringent limitations amongst technology, water quality 
and BPJ.  Instantaneous Maximum (IMAX) limits are determined using multipliers of 2 (conventional pollutants) or 2.5 (toxic pollutants).  Sample frequencies and types are 
derived from the “NPDES Permit Writer’s Manual” (362-0400-001), SOPs and/or BPJ. 
 
 Outfall 001, Effective Period: Permit Effective Date through Permit Expiration Date. 
 
 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (mg/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Weekly 
Average Minimum 

Average 
Monthly 

Weekly 
Average 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Flow (MGD) Report 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX XXX XXX Continuous Recorded 

pH (S.U.) XXX XXX 6.0 XXX 
9.0  
Max XXX 1/day Grab 

Dissolved Oxygen XXX XXX 6.0 XXX XXX XXX 1/day Grab 

Carbonaceous Biochemical 
Oxygen Demand (CBOD5) 
Nov 1 - Apr 30 312.75 469.12 XXX 25.0 37.5 50 2/week 

8-Hr 
Composite 

Carbonaceous Biochemical 
Oxygen Demand (CBOD5) 
May 1 - Oct 31 250.2 375.3 XXX 20.0 30.0 40 2/week 

8-Hr 
Composite 

Biochemical Oxygen Demand 
(BOD5) 
Raw Sewage Influent Report 

Report 
Daily Max XXX Report XXX XXX 2/week 

8-Hr 
Composite 

Total Suspended Solids 375.3 562.95 XXX 30.0 45.0 60 2/week 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Total Suspended Solids 
Raw Sewage Influent Report 

Report 
Daily Max XXX Report XXX XXX 2/week 

8-Hr 
Composite 

Fecal Coliform (No./100 ml) 
Oct 1 - Apr 30 XXX XXX XXX 

2000 
Geo Mean XXX 10000 2/week Grab 

Fecal Coliform (No./100 ml) 
May 1 - Sep 30 XXX XXX XXX 

200 
Geo Mean XXX 1000 2/week Grab 

Ultraviolet Light Intensity 
(mw/cm2) XXX XXX Report XXX XXX XXX 1/day Recorded 

Ammonia-Nitrogen 
Nov 1 - Apr 30 31.3 XXX XXX 2.5 XXX 5.0 2/week 

8-Hr 
Composite 

Ammonia-Nitrogen 
May 1 - Oct 31 18.76 XXX XXX 1.5 XXX 3.0 2/week 

8-Hr 
Composite 

Total Boron Report XXX XXX 
 

Report 
Report 

Daily Max XXX 1/week 
8-Hr 

Composite 
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Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (mg/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Weekly 
Average Minimum 

Average 
Monthly 

Weekly 
Average 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Dissolved Iron Report XXX XXX 
 

Report 
Report 

Daily Max XXX 1/week 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Total Silver Report XXX XXX 
 

Report 
Report 

Daily Max XXX 1/week 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Total Zinc Report XXX XXX 
 

Report 
Report 

Daily Max XXX 1/week 
8-Hr 

Composite 

E.Coli (No./100 ml) XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX Report 1/month Grab 

Total Nitrogen XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/quarter 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Total Phosphorus XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/quarter 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Bis(2-Ethyl-hexyl) Phthalate 
(µg/L) XXX XXX XXX 1.45 XXX 

2.5 
Daily Max 1/month  

8-Hr 
Composite 

Aluminum, Total XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/quarter 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Iron, Total XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/quarter 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Manganese, Total XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/quarter 
8-Hr 

Composite 

Hardness (as CaCO3) XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/quarter 
8-Hr 

Composite 

PFOA* (ng/L) XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/year Grab 

PFOS* (ng/L) XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/year Grab 

HFPO-DA* (ng/L) XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/year Grab 

PFBS* (ng/L) XXX XXX XXX 
Report 

Daily Max XXX XXX 1/year Grab 
* The permittee may discontinue monitoring for PFOA, PFOS, HFPO-DA, and PFBS if the results in 4 consecutive monitoring periods indicate non-detect results at or below Quantitation Limits of 4.0 ng/L for 
PFOA, 3.7 ng/L for PFOS, 3.5 ng/L for PFBS and 6.4 ng/L for HFPO-DA. When monitoring is discontinued, permittees must enter a No Discharge Indicator (NODI) Code of “GG” on DMRs.  

 
Compliance Sampling Location: Outfall 001. 
Other Comments: N/A. 
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