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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal 
NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 

ADDENDUM 

Application No. PA0218413 

Facility Type Sewage APS ID 758875 

Major / Minor Major Authorization ID 1221240 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

 

Applicant Name Economy Borough Municipal Authority   Facility Name Big Sewickley Creek WWTP  

Applicant Address 2860 Conway Wallrose Road   Facility Address 120 Wine Road   

 Baden, PA 15005-2306   Sewickley, PA 15143  

Applicant Contact  Ms. Janet Miklos  Facility Contact Mr. Joseph DeLuca  

Applicant Phone (724) 869-3201  Facility Phone (724) 869-3201  

Client ID 64903  Site ID 532567  

SIC Code 4952  Municipality Economy Borough  

SIC Description Trans. & Utilities - Sewerage Systems  County Beaver  

Date Published in PA Bulletin July 11, 2020  EPA Waived? No  

Comment Period End Date August 10, 2020  If No, Reason        

  

Purpose of Application Application for a renewal of an NPDES permit for discharge of treated Sewage   

A 

 

Internal Review and Recommendations 

The Authority’s Engineer, KLH, commented on the Draft NPDES Permit on July 30, 2020 & September 8, 2020.  The 
comment letter request that free available cyanide, dissolved iron, total mercury, total selenium, and total zinc be removed 
from Part A & C of the Draft NPDES Permit.  As a follow up to that letter, the Authority’s Operations Manager submitted 
additional laboratory results on August 26, 2020 & August 12, 2021.   
 
As a result, the following changes have been made to the “Development of Effluent Limitation” section of the Fact Sheet. 
 
The following limitations were determined through water quality modeling (output files attached): 
 

Parameter Limit (ug/l) SBC Model 

Copper, Total 12.7 Average Monthly Toxics Management Spreadsheet Version 1.3 

Cyanide, Free 4.32 Average Monthly  Toxics Management Spreadsheet Version 1.3 

Zinc, Total 151.0 Average Monthly  Toxics Management Spreadsheet Version 1.3 

 
Please note that the criteria for free cyanide has changed since the permit was Drafted.  The Authority will have 24 months to 
comply with the new final free cyanide limit of 4.32 ug/L and in the interim the Department will impose the existing free 
cyanide limit of 6.0 ug/L.  
 
Based upon the Toxics Management Spreadsheet, Version 1.3, Monitoring for total lead is recommended, because the 
discharge concentration greater than 10% of the WQBEL.   
 
Dissolved iron, total selenium, and total mercury limits were removed from the Draft Permit.  Part A.I.A, Part A.I.B, and Part 
C.III has been revised accordingly.   
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Internal Review and Recommendations 

On July 29, 2020, EPA Region III made the following Comments: 
 

- The compliance schedule includes a TRE that is to be completed within 18 months after permit issuance. A 36 
month compliance schedule does not appear to be justified based on the TRE schedule. If the facility needs 
additional time to develop and implement the TRE the permit should include additional time for that requirement, 
which could justify the 36 month schedule provided in the permit. If additional time is not warranted, the schedule 
should be shortened to the time needed to comply with the final limits per 40 CFR 122.47(a)(1). 

 
The Department offers the following response: 
 

- Revised Part C Language, Part C.III Water Quality-Based Effluent Limitations for Toxic Pollutants, has been added 
to the permit.  The Authority will have 24 months to comply with the WQBELs for free cyanide & total zinc.  A revised 
compliance schedule has been added to Part C.III.D.1 of the permit. 

 
The Authority’s Laboratory, CWM Environmental, commented on the Draft NPDES Permit on September 8, 2020.  Mr. Jones 
requested that the sampling frequency for copper, lead, mercury, and zinc be reduced from monthly to quarterly.   
 
The Department offers the following response: 
 

- No Justification exists to reduce the sampling frequency from the frequency recommended by Department Guidance 
and reflected in the Draft NPDES Permit.  The sampling frequency for metals found in the Draft NPDES Permit will 
remain as 1/week reported monthly for copper, lead, and zinc.   

 
No changes to the Draft Permit resulted from these comments. 
 
Sewage discharges will include monitoring, at a minimum, for E. Coli, in new and reissued permits, with a monitoring 
frequency of 1/month for facilities with a design flows >= 1 MGD per Chapter 92.a.61.  Part A.I.C of the Draft Permit has 
been updated to reflect this added parameter.   
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