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Northwest Regional Office 
CLEAN WATER PROGRAM 

a 

Application Type Renewal NPDES PERMIT FACT SHEET 
INDIVIDUAL INDUSTRIAL WASTE (IW) 

AND IW STORMWATER 

Application No. PA0221902 

Facility Type Industrial APS ID 1076642 

Major / Minor Minor Authorization ID 1419261 

a 
Applicant and Facility Information 

a 

Applicant Name Matson Lumber Co.  Facility Name Matson Lumber Corsica Plant  

Applicant Address 132 Main Street   Facility Address Sr 332   

 Brookville, PA 15825-1213   Brookville, PA 15825  

Applicant Contact Burt Craig  Facility Contact  Bill Pierce  

Applicant Phone (814) 849-5334  Facility Phone (814) 379-3738  

Client ID 6605  Site ID 538646  

SIC Code 0831,2499  Municipality Union Township  

SIC Description 

Agriculture - Forest 
Products,Manufacturing - Wood Products, 
Nec 

 

County Jefferson 

 

Date Application Received November 21, 2022  EPA Waived? No  

Date Application Accepted March 19, 2025  If No, Reason , DEP Discretion  

Purpose of Application NPDES Renewal.  

a 

 

Summary of Review 

Matson Lumber Co. (Matson) has applied to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for reissuance 
of its NPDES permit.  The permit was last reissued on November 16, 2017 and became effective on December 1, 2017.  The 
permit expired on November 30, 2022.   
 
Based on the review, it is recommended that the permit be drafted.   
 
Public Participation 
 
DEP will publish notice of the receipt of the NPDES permit application and a tentative decision to issue the individual NPDES 
permit in the Pennsylvania Bulletin in accordance with 25 Pa. Code § 92a.82.  Upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, 
DEP will accept written comments from interested persons for a 30-day period (which may be extended for one additional 15-
day period at DEP’s discretion), which will be considered in making a final decision on the application.  Any person may request 
or petition for a public hearing with respect to the application.  A public hearing may be held if DEP determines that there is 
significant public interest in holding a hearing.  If a hearing is held, notice of the hearing will be published in the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin at least 30 days prior to the hearing and in at least one newspaper of general circulation within the geographical area 
of the discharge. 
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Discharge, Receiving Waters and Water Supply Information 
 

 Outfall No. 001  Design Flow (MGD) 0.0001  

 Latitude 41º 10' 56"  Longitude 79º 11' 16"  

 Quad Name Corsica  Quad Code 0912  

 Wastewater Description: Boiler Blowdown and Stormwater  

 Receiving Waters UNT of Little Mill Creek  Stream Code 49774  

 NHD Com ID 102670305  RMI --  

 Drainage Area        Yield (cfs/mi2)        

 Q7-10 Flow (cfs)        Q7-10 Basis        

 Elevation (ft)    Slope (ft/ft)        

 Watershed No. 17-B  Chapter 93 Class. CWF  

 Existing Use   Existing Use Qualifier   

 Exceptions to Use        Exceptions to Criteria        

 Assessment Status Impaired  

 Cause(s) of Impairment Metals  

 Source(s) of Impairment Abandoned Mine Drainage  

 TMDL Status Final, Final  Name Mill Creek (Clarion)  

 Nearest Downstream Public Water Supply Intake PA American Water Company – Clarion   

 PWS Waters Clarion River   Flow at Intake (cfs)        

 PWS RMI        Distance from Outfall (mi) 12  

       

 

 Outfall No. 003  Design Flow (MGD) 0  

 Latitude 41º 10' 46"  Longitude 79º 11' 10"  

 Quad Name Corsica  Quad Code 0912  

 Wastewater Description: Stormwater  

 Receiving Waters Coder Run  Stream Code 96292  

 NHD Com ID 123855761  RMI 5.2  

 Drainage Area        Yield (cfs/mi2)        

 Q7-10 Flow (cfs)        Q7-10 Basis        

 Elevation (ft)    Slope (ft/ft)        

 Watershed No. 17-C  Chapter 93 Class. CWF  

 Existing Use   Existing Use Qualifier   

 Exceptions to Use        Exceptions to Criteria        

 Assessment Status Impaired  

 Cause(s) of Impairment Metals, pH  

 Source(s) of Impairment Abandoned Mine Drainage, Abandoned Mine Drainage  

 TMDL Status   Name   

 Nearest Downstream Public Water Supply Intake Hawthorne Area Water Authority  

 PWS Waters Redbank Creek   Flow at Intake (cfs)        

 PWS RMI 27.9  Distance from Outfall (mi) 24.8  
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Treatment Facility Summary 

a 

Treatment Facility Name: Matson Lumber Corsica Plant 
 

a 

Waste Type 
Degree of 
Treatment Process Type Disinfection 

Avg Annual 
Flow (MGD) 

Industrial Primary Sedimentation Tanks No Disinfection  

a 

a 

Hydraulic Capacity 
(MGD) 

Organic Capacity 
(lbs/day) Load Status Biosolids Treatment 

Biosolids 
Use/Disposal 

     

 
Matson is a wood product manufacturing company (SIC code: 2421: lumber and wood products) where sawn lumber from 
various sources is trucked to the site prior to being kiln dried to a moisture content of 6 to 8 percent.  Once dried, the lumber 
is graded and sorted into packages for final products.  Drying occurs in kiln is done via a wood waste boiler and two (2) gas 
fired boilers.  Boiler blow-down is generated and collected in one of three (3) settling basins in which stormwater drained 
from this site is also collected in these basins.  Flow from Settling Basin no. 1 (boiler blow-down and stormwater) discharges 
into an unnamed tributary of Little Mill Run and flow from Settling Basin no. 3 (stormwater) discharges into Coder Run (Basin 
No. 2 discharges into Basin no. 3).  Very small amount of boiler blow-down is generated; according to the application, about 
0.0001 MGD of boiler blow-down is generated (2 discharge cycles per day and 0.08 hrs per each discharge cycle with 7 
days operation).   
 
 

Compliance History 

a 

Summary of 
DMRs: 

A summary of past 12-month DMR data is presented on the next page.   

Summary of 
Inspections: 

7/19/2022: DEP conducted a routine inspection and determined that the facility failed to submit an annual 
stormwater monitoring report which was considered a permit violation.   

Other 
Comments: 

Since the last permit reissuance, there were a number of permit violations identified.  These violations are 
shown below.   
 

 
 
DEP’s database shows there are a number of pending violations identified by DEP NWRO Air Quality 
Program.  A draft permit cover letter will indicate that the permit may not be finalized until all pending 
violations are resolved and closed.   
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Effluent Data 

 

 
DMR Data for Outfall 001 (from February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2025) 

 
Parameter JAN-25 DEC-24 NOV-24 OCT-24 SEP-24 AUG-24 JUL-24 JUN-24 MAY-24 APR-24 MAR-24 FEB-24 

             Flow (MGD) 
Daily Average        0.005     
pH (S.U.) 
Minimum        7.60     
pH (S.U.) 
Instantaneous 
Maximum        7.60     
COD (mg/L) 
Daily Maximum        < 50     
TSS (mg/L) 
Semi-Annual Average        12.0     
TSS (mg/L) 
Daily Maximum        12.0     
Oil and Grease (mg/L) 
Semi-Annual Average        < 5.4     
Oil and Grease (mg/L) 
Daily Maximum        < 5.4     

 
DMR Data for Outfall 003 (from February 1, 2024 to January 31, 2025) 

 
Parameter JAN-25 DEC-24 NOV-24 OCT-24 SEP-24 AUG-24 JUL-24 JUN-24 MAY-24 APR-24 MAR-24 FEB-24 

             Flow (MGD) 
Daily Average        0.005     
pH (S.U.) 
Daily Maximum        8.03     
COD (mg/L) 
Daily Maximum        < 50     
TSS (mg/L) 
Daily Maximum        9     
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Existing Effluent Limits and Monitoring Requirements 

 
A table below summarizes effluent limits and monitoring requirements identified in the existing NPDES permit.   
 
  

Parameter 
 
Outfall 001 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (mg/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Average 
Weekly Minimum 

Average 
Monthly 

Daily 
Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Flow (MGD) 
Report 

Daily Avg XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX 1/6 months Estimate 

pH (S.U.) XXX XXX 6.0 XXX XXX 9.0 1/6 months Grab 

Chemical Oxygen Demand 
(COD) XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

Total Suspended Solids XXX XXX XXX 30 100 100 1/6 months Grab 

Oil and Grease XXX XXX XXX 15 20 30 1/6 months Grab 

 
 

Parameter 
 

Outfall 003 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (mg/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Average 
Weekly Minimum 

Average 
Monthly 

Daily 
Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Flow (MGD) 
Report 

Daily Avg XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX 1/6 months Estimate 

pH (S.U.) XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

Chemical Oxygen Demand 
(COD) XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

Total Suspended Solids XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 
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Development of Effluent Limitations 

 

Outfall No. 001  Design Flow (MGD) .0001 

Latitude 41º 10' 56.00"  Longitude -79º 11' 16.00" 

Wastewater Description: Noncontact Cooling Water (NCCW), Stormwater 

 

Outfall No. 003  Design Flow (MGD) 0 

Latitude 41º 10' 46.00"  Longitude 79º 11' 10.00" 

Wastewater Description: Stormwater 

 
 
Technology-Based Limitations 
 
Any industrial wastewater facilities are generally regulated by effluent standards found in 25 Pa. Code §§ 92a.48 and 95.2.  
These standards are as follows:  
 

Parameter Limit (mg/l) SBC Federal Regulation State Regulation 

ELGs   40 CFR § 430.00 25 Pa. Code § 92a.48(a)(1) 

pH  6.0 – 9.0 (S.U.) Minimum – Maximum - 25 Pa. Code § 95.2 (1) 

Oil and Grease 
15 Average Monthly 

- 

25 Pa. Code § 95.2 (2)(ii) 

30 Daily Maximum 25 Pa. Code § 95.2 (2)(ii) 

Total Residual 
Chlorine 0.5 Average Monthly - 25 Pa. Code § 92a.48(b)(2) 

 
According to the EPA’s most recent Effluent Guidelines Plan, facilities under the SIC Code 24 are subject to the federal 
ELGs for timber products processing (i.e., 40 CFR § 429.00).  However, no Effluent Limitation Guidelines (ELGs) are 
applicable since the facility does not discharge process wastewater as defined in 40 CFR § 429.11(c) and there are no 
ELGs for the stormwater.  Also, since the facility does not use chlorine, total residual chlorine (TRC) effluent limitation is not 
applicable.  Effluent may contain Oil and Grease potentially given industrial activities conducted at the site; therefore, effluent 
limits for Oil and Grease will continue to be included in the permit.            
 
In general, temperature requirements are imposed in the NPDES permit for heated wastewater (cooling water) discharges 
from industrial facilities.  However, considering the quantity and frequency of cooling water discharges, temperature is not 
a parameter of concern.  A significant cooling is also expected in the existing settling basin.          
 
 
Water Quality-Based Limitations 
 
During the last permit renewal, DEP has determined not to conduct a reasonable potential analysis due to the minimal 
amount of boiler blowdown generated and low probability of the ponds (basins) discharging in low flow conditions/dry 
weather.  Based on a review of past DMRs since 2020, the facility has been reporting 5,000 GPD as the effluent volume 
estimated to be discharged from Basin No. 1 and the pending renewal application reported 0.0001 MGD (100 GPD) as the 
average flow rate for boiler blowdown discharge.  Given that the very low volume of blowdown is generated and very low 
volume of effluent from Basin no. 1 is discharged, it is reasonable to continue to not conducting a reasonable potential 
analysis.       
 
 
Best Professional Judgment (BPJ) Limitations 
 
Total Suspended Solids effluent limits were previously developed on a case by case basis using BPJ.  DEP has determined 
that these effluent limits are still adequate for water quality protection.  The facility has previously had a number of effluent 
violations associated with the average monthly TSS effluent limit.  These limits will still remain unchanged in the permit to 
ensure that existing water quality of the receiving stream is maintained.   
 
 
Additional Considerations 
 
The volume of the effluent discharged from Outfall 001 must be monitored per 40 CFR § 122.44(i)(1)(ii).   
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The receiving stream, Little Mill Creek, is impaired for metals as a result of acid mine drainage.  DEP developed the TMDL 
to address this impairment for Little Mill Creek watershed and finalized on October 25, 2005.  Also, DEP developed the 
TMDL to address this impairment for the entire Mill Creek watershed (which includes Coder Run) and finalized on March 
10, 2009.  These TMDLs however do not list a wasteload allocation for this facility.  Previously, DEP determined that no 
monitoring is needed for metals as previous sample showing concentrations of metals present at levels less than DEP’s 
water quality criteria.  This is a reasonable approach as there is no source of metals appeared to be identified for this facility 
and very low volume of blowdown is generated that is collected in a settling basin in which later a low volume of effluent is 
discharged from the basin, if any.  Therefore, the TMDL has not been taken into consideration at this time.      
 
There are five (5) chemical additives know to be present in the effluent according to the pending renewal application.  It 
appears these chemical additives have already been reviewed by DEP during past renewals and determined that there are 
no issues utilizing these chemical additives and no change in quantity is identified.  These chemical additives are: 
 

1. SLT-400: Steam line Treatment Chemical   
2. OS-10: Oxygen Scavenger   
3. BWT-60: Water Treatment Chemical 
4. DSP-80: Corrosion inhibitor 
5. AF-110: Anti-foaming agent  

 
DEP has determined that it is acceptable to utilize these chemical additives at the approved rate.  Part C condition will be 
included in the permit to require the permittee to notify DEP in case new chemical additive or increased rate of the approved 
chemical additive is proposed.   
 
For stormwater, the appendix of the NPDES PAG-03 General Permit is generally considered for individual industrial 
stormwater permits.  Accordingly, the requirements of Appendix D of the current NPDES PAG-03 General Permit will be 
included in the permit based on BPJ, except for Pentachlorophenol, Total Arsenic, Total Chromium, and Total Copper since 
there is no chemical formulation for treating timber is not used at this facility.  TN and TP will be newly included in Outfall 
001 and Outfall 003 which is the requirement of Appendix D of the current NPDES PAG-03 General Permit.  The Part C 
condition of the existing permit contains benchmark values for TSS and COD which is also the requirement of Appendix D 
of the General Permit.  These Benchmark values will continue to be included in the permit.   The requirement to estimate 
the flow for stormwater outfall (Outfall 003) will be removed from the permit as the effluent volume highly varies depending 
on precipitation rate.   
 
All monitoring frequencies and sample types will remain unchanged in the permit.   

 
All effluent limitations and monitoring requirements have been developed to ensure that existing instream water uses and 
the level of water quality necessary to protect the existing uses are maintained and protected. 
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Proposed Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements 

 
The limitations and monitoring requirements specified below are proposed for the draft permit, and reflect the most stringent limitations amongst technology, water 
quality and BPJ.  Instantaneous Maximum (IMAX) limits are determined using multipliers of 2 (conventional pollutants) or 2.5 (toxic pollutants).  Sample frequencies 
and types are derived from the “NPDES Permit Writer’s Manual” (386-0400-001), SOPs and/or BPJ. 
 
 Outfall 001, Effective Period: Permit Effective Date through Permit Expiration Date. 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (mg/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Average 
Weekly Minimum 

Semi-Annual 
Average 

Daily 
Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

Flow (MGD) Report XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX 1/6 months Estimate 

pH (S.U.) XXX XXX 6.0 XXX XXX 9.0 1/6 months Grab 

COD XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

TSS XXX XXX XXX 30.0 100.0 100 1/6 months Grab 

Oil and Grease XXX XXX XXX 15.0 20.0 30 1/6 months Grab 

Total Nitrogen  XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

Total Phosphorus XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

 
 
Outfall 003, Effective Period: Permit Effective Date through Permit Expiration Date. 

Parameter 

Effluent Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Mass Units (lbs/day) (1) Concentrations (mg/L) Minimum (2) 
Measurement 

Frequency 

Required 
Sample 

Type 
Average 
Monthly 

Average 
Weekly Minimum 

Average 
Monthly 

Daily 
Maximum 

Instant. 
Maximum 

pH (S.U.) XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

COD XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

TSS XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

Total Nitrogen  XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 

Total Phosphorus XXX XXX XXX XXX Report XXX 1/6 months Grab 
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Tools and References Used to Develop Permit 

a 

 WQM for Windows Model (see Attachment      ) 

 Toxics Management Spreadsheet (see Attachment      ) 

 TRC Model Spreadsheet (see Attachment      ) 

 Temperature Model Spreadsheet (see Attachment      ) 

 Water Quality Toxics Management Strategy, 361-0100-003, 4/06. 

 Technical Guidance for the Development and Specification of Effluent Limitations, 386-0400-001, 10/97. 

 Policy for Permitting Surface Water Diversions, 386-2000-019, 3/98. 

 Policy for Conducting Technical Reviews of Minor NPDES Renewal Applications, 386-2000-018, 11/96. 

 Technology-Based Control Requirements for Water Treatment Plant Wastes, 386-2183-001, 10/97. 

 
Technical Guidance for Development of NPDES Permit Requirements Steam Electric Industry, 386-2183-002, 
12/97. 

 Pennsylvania CSO Policy, 386-2000-002, 9/08. 

 Water Quality Antidegradation Implementation Guidance, 391-0300-002, 11/03. 

 
Implementation Guidance Evaluation & Process Thermal Discharge (316(a)) Federal Water Pollution Act, 386-
2000-008, 4/97. 

 Determining Water Quality-Based Effluent Limits, 386-2000-004, 12/97. 

 Implementation Guidance Design Conditions, 386-2000-007, 9/97. 

 
Technical Reference Guide (TRG) WQM 7.0 for Windows, Wasteload Allocation Program for Dissolved Oxygen 
and Ammonia Nitrogen, Version 1.0, 386-2000-016, 6/2004. 

 
Interim Method for the Sampling and Analysis of Osmotic Pressure on Streams, Brines, and Industrial Discharges, 
386-2000-012, 10/1997. 

 
Implementation Guidance for Section 95.6 Management of Point Source Phosphorus Discharges to Lakes, Ponds, 
and Impoundments, 386-2000-009, 3/99. 

 
Technical Reference Guide (TRG) PENTOXSD for Windows, PA Single Discharge Wasteload Allocation Program 
for Toxics, Version 2.0, 386-2000-015, 5/2004. 

 Implementation Guidance for Section 93.7 Ammonia Criteria, 386-2000-022, 11/97. 

 
Policy and Procedure for Evaluating Wastewater Discharges to Intermittent and Ephemeral Streams, Drainage 
Channels and Swales, and Storm Sewers, 386-2000-013, 4/2008. 

 Implementation Guidance Total Residual Chlorine (TRC) Regulation, 386-2000-011, 11/1994. 

 Implementation Guidance for Temperature Criteria, 386-2000-001, 4/09. 

 Implementation Guidance for Section 95.9 Phosphorus Discharges to Free Flowing Streams, 386-2000-021, 10/97. 

 
Implementation Guidance for Application of Section 93.5(e) for Potable Water Supply Protection Total Dissolved 
Solids, Nitrite-Nitrate, Non-Priority Pollutant Phenolics and Fluorides, 386-2000-020, 10/97. 

 
Field Data Collection and Evaluation Protocol for Determining Stream and Point Source Discharge Design 
Hardness, 386-2000-005, 3/99. 

 
Implementation Guidance for the Determination and Use of Background/Ambient Water Quality in the Determination 
of Wasteload Allocations and NPDES Effluent Limitations for Toxic Substances, 386-2000-010, 3/1999. 

 Design Stream Flows, 386-2000-003, 9/98. 

 
Field Data Collection and Evaluation Protocol for Deriving Daily and Hourly Discharge Coefficients of Variation (CV) 
and Other Discharge Characteristics, 386-2000-006, 10/98. 

 Evaluations of Phosphorus Discharges to Lakes, Ponds and Impoundments, 386-3200-001, 6/97. 

 Pennsylvania’s Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy Implementation Plan for NPDES Permitting, 4/07. 

 SOP:       

 Other:       
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